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Chair Jerry Cirino, Vice Chair Brian Chavez, Ranking Member Paula Hicks-Hudson, and members of the
Senate Finance Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony regarding H.B. No. 96.

Once again, Pheasants Forever is requesting the Senate restore H20hio funding to the levels proposed
by the Governor. H20hio is a critical tool to compensate Ohio farmers and landowners for the
conservation practices they implement that provide all Ohioans with cleaner water and air, healthy soil,
and abundant fish and wildlife. Pheasants Forever staff and volunteers work with Ohio farmers to assist
them in conserving and protecting the critical natural resources that Ohio communities depend upon.
H20hio funding helps those farmers manage risk, grow their businesses, invest in rural communities,
and maintain their farms for future generations. One example is the Dammeyer family’s farm in
Auglaize County. Recently their cropland needed a significant investment in subsurface tile drainage to
be profitable and they found themselves discussing selling the farm rather than taking on the expense
and risk. Fortunately, they learned about the H20hio funding available as an incentive with Lake Erie
CREP and were able to enroll. Thanks to H20hio and other voluntary conservation programs, this 134
year old farm now remains in the family to pass on their conservation legacy to the next generation.
This is just one of many examples of how H20hio funding is impacting the lives of Ohioans every day.
The voluntary programs made possible by H20hio are accelerating Ohio into the future of conservation
and sustainability and must be continued.

Lastly, we ask for protection of the Division of Wildlife’s Oil and Gas Bonus Payments by supporting
Senator Wilkin’s amendment. Those funds are a valuable asset to Ohio’s sportsmen and women,
protecting and developing our sporting heritage and $2 billion sporting economy.

Pheasants Forever’s mission is to conserve pheasants, quail, and other wildlife through habitat
improvements, public access, education, and conservation advocacy. We have a rich history of
meaningful wildlife habitat restoration and enhancement by working with farmers and landowners in
Ohio. Today we have 32 locally led chapters, over 6,000 members, and 14 full-time employees
delivering the mission in Ohio.

Thank you for your time and consideration,
Pheasants Forever and Quail Forever in Ohio



