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Senate Finance Committee 

SB 200 Sponsor Testimony 

 

Chair Cirino, Vice Chair Chavez, Ranking Member Hicks-Hudson, and members of the 

Senate Finance Committee, thank you for giving us the opportunity to provide sponsor 

testimony on Senate Bill 200, to create the Ohio Israel Trade and Innovation Partnership. 

 

Throughout my career in the technology sector, I’ve seen how innovation ecosystems 

thrive when governments actively foster global connections. That experience shapes my 

belief in this bill and the opportunity it presents for Ohio. Senate Bill 200 is about 

building a long-term economic bridge between Ohio and Israel, one of the world’s most 

respected hubs for innovation and entrepreneurship. It strengthens Ohio’s position to 

attract investment, grow business partnerships, and create jobs in communities across the 

state. 

 

Israel is often referred to as the “Startup Nation” because of its global leadership in 

research and development, advanced technology, and a strong culture of innovation. It’s a 

leader in sectors like cybersecurity, agricultural technology, public safety, and advanced 

manufacturing, all of which closely align with Ohio’s own economic strengths. We have 

the workforce, infrastructure, and institutional partnerships to support meaningful 

collaboration and attract new investment. 

 

Despite these natural alignments, Israeli companies expanding into the United States 

often choose states like New York, California, and Florida. These states have already 
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established formal relationships and clear pathways for business engagement. Ohio is 

often overlooked, not because we lack capability, but because we haven’t developed the 

same kind of proactive partnerships. Senate Bill 200 gives us the opportunity to change 

that. 

 

We’ve already seen how these kinds of partnerships can deliver meaningful results for 

Ohio communities. During the pandemic, the City of Akron partnered with Colu, an 

Israeli-based technology company, to launch a mobile app that incentivized residents to 

shop locally. Since its introduction in 2020, the Akronite app helped generate over three 

million dollars in economic activity for Akron by supporting local businesses at a critical 

time. That success helped Colu expand further into Ohio, where its work in Youngstown 

contributed nearly one million dollars in additional economic activity. The company has 

also grown its reach nationally, working with cities like Boston, Massachusetts and Utica, 

New York. 

 

These examples highlight the kind of economic potential that can be unlocked across 

Ohio through a more coordinated and strategic approach to international business 

development. That is exactly what this bill aims to support. 

 

Ohio has already recognized the value of establishing targeted international partnerships. 

The state recently created the Ohio Ireland Trade Commission to help strengthen 

economic ties with Ireland. In addition, the General Assembly is currently considering 

legislation to create a similar trade and innovation partnership with Japan. Senate Bill 200 

builds on this model by creating a formal structure to advance trade, investment, and 

research collaboration with Israel. 

 

As you consider the legislation before you, we also want to be clear about our intent to 

offer an amendment that brings Senate Bill 200 in line with its companion bill, House 

Bill 188, which is currently moving through the House. That amendment would make 

two changes. First, it would remove the appropriation included in the introduced version. 

Second, it would increase the number of legislators serving on the commission from each 
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chamber from two to three. These changes reflect feedback we have received and are 

intended to ensure strong legislative involvement and a fiscally responsible approach to 

launching the partnership. 

 

Ohio already has the tools to lead in this space. We have world-class universities, a 

skilled workforce, a diverse economy, and a location that makes us a national logistics 

and manufacturing center. What we need now is a smart and strategic way to compete on 

the global stage. Senate Bill 200 provides that path forward. 

 

At this time, I would like to yield to my joint sponsor, Senator Brenner, to speak further 

on the bill. 

 

Thank you, Senator Weinstein, and thank you again, Chair Cirino and members of the 

committee, for the opportunity to provide sponsor testimony on Senate Bill 200. 

 

This legislation builds on a foundation of collaboration between Ohio and Israel. Our two 

regions already have a track record of cooperation, including the Ohio-Israel Agriculture 

and Cleantech Initiative, which has generated nearly 100 million dollars in trade and 

investment over the past two decades. That program demonstrates what’s possible when 

we invest in structured and sustained partnerships that align with our economic strengths. 

 

Senate Bill 200 would formalize and expand that kind of success by creating the Ohio-

Israel Trade and Innovation Partnership. This 14-member commission, housed within the 

Ohio Department of Development, would include legislators from both chambers along 

with leaders from Ohio’s business, academic, and nonprofit communities. Its purpose is 

to identify opportunities for collaboration, support joint ventures and research, attract 

Israeli companies to Ohio, and ensure that our state is actively competing in global 

innovation networks. 

 

Ohio is not alone in this effort. Twenty-six other states and the District of Columbia have 

already developed formal trade or innovation relationships with Israel. An additional 
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eight states have launched cooperative efforts involving research institutions, private 

sector leaders, and public agencies. These partnerships are helping states drive economic 

growth, expand international trade, and build long-term relationships that bring global 

investment into local communities. 

 

Israel is the 26th largest trading partner of the United States and is home to more than 

300 research and development centers operated by multinational companies, including 

major American firms like Intel, Microsoft, and Apple. Over 135 Israeli companies are 

listed on the NASDAQ. These numbers reflect a country that invests deeply in research, 

talent, and entrepreneurship at a global scale. 

 

Ohio should be a full participant in that international exchange. We have the workforce, 

the research capacity, and the entrepreneurial drive to be a leading destination for Israeli 

companies and joint ventures. What we need is a coordinated approach to engagement, 

and that is exactly what this partnership will provide. 

 

This isn’t about forming a symbolic alliance. It’s about establishing a practical and 

focused mechanism to grow jobs, drive investment, support entrepreneurs, and connect 

Ohio to one of the most dynamic economic ecosystems in the world. 

 

We respectfully ask for your support of Senate Bill 200 and welcome any questions the 

committee may have. 

 

Thank you. 

 

 

 

 


