Let’s Grow Akron, Inc.
467 Harvey Ave.
Akron, OH 44314
(330) 745-9700

January 26, 2026

Dear Members of the Ohio Senate Finance Committee,

I am writing to express my strong support for Senate Bill 120 and for continued funding of
the Hicks-Hudson Youth Agriculture Program. This program is a critical investment in
Ohio’s youth, food security, and the long-term sustainability of urban agriculture.

The Hicks-Hudson Youth Agriculture Program plays an essential role in preparing students
to understand the importance of agriculture and the role of urban agriculture in our food
system. As Ohio’s cities continue to grow and diversify, it is increasingly important that
young people gain hands-on experience with agricultural practices that can thrive in urban
environments. These programs do more than teach farming skills; they build knowledge
around nutrition, environmental stewardship, workforce development, and community
resilience.

Urban agriculture is essential to providing fresh, nutritious food to those most in need while
also strengthening local food systems. In many urban neighborhoods, access to
affordable, healthy food is limited. Urban farms help close this gap by producing fresh fruits
and vegetables close to where people live, reducing transportation costs, improving food
quality, and fostering community engagement. Supporting urban agriculture is a practical
and compassionate response to food insecurity and public health challenges across the
state.

Let’s Grow Akron is a non-profit community garden organization and urban farm
established in 1988. Let’s Grow Akron was a direct beneficiary of the Hicks-Hudson Youth
Urban Agriculture Program. This support allowed us not only to teach high school students



the fundamentals of urban farming, but also to expose them to community led methods of
food production and distribution. Through this program, students learned the educational
and practical benefits of utilizing urban land for growing food using regenerative practices,
creating value-added products from the harvest, distributing fresh produce to community
members in need and offering produce and value-added products at a neighborhood
based farmers market and community farm store. These experiences opened students’
eyes to new career pathways and demonstrated how agriculture and entrepreneurship can
work together to address real community needs.

Senate Bill 120 represents an opportunity to continue and expand these life-changing
programs. By supporting SB 120 and the Hicks-Hudson Youth Agriculture Program, the
Ohio Senate affirms its commitment to education, innovation, food security, and the next
generation of agricultural leaders.

Thank you for your time, consideration, and dedication to the well-being of Ohio’s
communities. | respectfully urge you to support Senate Bill 120.

Sincerely,

Lisa M. Nunn
Executive Director



