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To whom it may concern: 

 

I am writing in strong support of continued and expanded funding for the Urban Farmer 

Youth Initiative. This initiative fills a critical gap in developing the next generation of 

agricultural professionals at a time when there is a need for more young people—

especially from urban and suburban communities—to enter the field. As Tim McDermott 

of OSU Extension notes, “We do not grow kiddos up on farms like we used to.” Without 

intentional pathways into agriculture, our region’s food system cannot remain resilient. 

 

One such pathway is programs developed under the Urban Farmer Youth Initiative. In 

Summit County, through a partnership between The Ohio State University Extension, 

Let’s Grow Akron, and Abundant Life Farm, we developed the Urban Ag Futures 

Program. The 18‑week program provides high school students with classroom 

instruction, field experiences, and paid internships designed to build agricultural 

knowledge, career awareness, and practical skills. The program has already had 

significant impacts in its first year. 

 

The cohort of 2025: 

 

• Demonstrated measurable knowledge gains for all students 

• Gained awareness of local agriculture and food‑related careers 

• All participants gained at least one new skill 

• Seventy percent reported that the training influenced their career plans 

 

Six students continued into 12‑week paid internships at urban farms, where they 

strengthened technical abilities, work readiness, and real-world industry connections in 

areas such as planting, harvesting, marketing, hydroponics, and value‑added production. 

As one student shared, the experience was “life‑changing” and “incredibly valuable.” 

One student has already taken the next step, beginning his study of agriculture at OSU’s 

Wooster campus this fall. 

 

This program is doing what many communities aspire to achieve—engaging youth in 

agriculture, supporting local farms, and building a sustainable workforce pipeline. 

Continued funding will allow the program to reach more students, deepen hands‑on 

training, and further strengthen community partnerships. 

 

Investing in the Urban Farmer Youth Initiative is an investment in Ohio’s food security, 

workforce development, and long-term agricultural sustainability. I strongly urge your 

support for its continuation and growth. 

 



 

Thank you for your consideration. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Rachel Chapman 

Summit County Urban Youth & Agriculture Educator 
 

 

 
 

Margaret Rivera 

Summit County Agriculture and Natural Resource Educator 
 


