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Chairman Cirino, Vice-Chair Chavez, Ranking Member Hicks-Hudson, and members of the 
Senate Finance Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide proponent testimony on 
Senate Bill 120.  

The Ohio State University Extension is well-positioned to continue serving as a partner in the 
Urban Farmer Youth Initiative Pilot Program in Senate Bill 120. With previous funding for this 
program, we have already begun our work in connecting youth to agriculture in Lucas and 
Summit counties. We are excited about the opportunity to expand this momentum and leverage 
our existing resources to benefit youth throughout the state.  

OSU Extension is the community-based outreach unit of the College of Food, Agricultural, and 
Environmental Sciences at The Ohio State University. Extension empowers Ohioans through 
education, helping individuals, families, businesses, and communities build a stronger future. 
OSU Extension delivers research-based knowledge from Ohio State to every county in Ohio, 
working directly with people where they live. Extension engages Ohioans across the lifespan, 
from youth and families to farmers, entrepreneurs, community leaders, and elected officials.  

Ohio 4-H offers a robust suite of gardening and food production projects, including “Grow Your 
Own Vegetables,” “Growing with the Seasons,” and “Edible Landscapes.” These projects guide 
youth through planning, planting, growing, and harvesting food while building problem-solving, 
responsibility, and workforce readiness skills. Additional projects focus on urban animal 
agriculture, such as backyard poultry, and on entomology topics, including pollinators and 
invasive species management. Although traditionally designed for individual participation, 
these curricula can be readily adapted for group-based and community-focused settings 
consistent with the goals of Senate Bill 120.  

Beyond individual projects, OSU Extension delivers a wide range of group-oriented, school-
based, and community-based programs focused on food systems and agricultural education. 
One example is the national Farm to School program, which supports local food procurement, 
food education, and school gardens. Since 2011, OSU Extension has led the Ohio Farm to 
School Program and convened the statewide Farm to School Network in partnership with the 
Ohio Department of Agriculture and the Ohio Department of Education. Educators and 



 
 
 
 

 

 
community partners also utilize programs such as “Growing Together” and “Junior Master 
Gardeners” to teach gardening, nutrition, and garden-based science.  

Through OSU Extension, Ohio 4-H also delivers Special Interest or SPIN Clubs, short-term, 
topic-focused clubs designed for youth in grades K–12. SPIN Clubs are highly adaptable and 
often embedded within schools, after-school programs, community centers, or neighborhood 
organizations. In several urban counties, SPIN Clubs have focused on soils, gardening, food 
production, and livestock. This flexible delivery model aligns well with the intent of Senate Bill 
120 to reach youth in urban communities through accessible, place-based programming.  

OSU Extension also brings decades of experience supporting community gardening initiatives 
that can inform the Urban Farmer Youth Initiative Pilot Program. In Cuyahoga County, Extension 
partners with the City of Cleveland on the Summer Sprout program, a community gardening 
initiative established in 1976. Extension has supported Summer Sprout since 1977 by 
providing soil testing, seeds and plants, soil amendments, raised bed materials, technical 
assistance, and education. The program serves gardens led by neighborhood groups, schools, 
and nonprofits. The Summer Sprout model demonstrates how coordinated education, technical 
assistance, and community partnerships can support successful urban food production and 
youth engagement.  

In Franklin County, OSU Extension also leads Urban ROOTS, a program funded by the Franklin 
County Board of Commissioners that engages eighth-grade students in immersive learning 
experiences related to agriculture, food systems, and career pathways. Programs like Urban 
ROOTS further demonstrate Extension’s capacity to engage youth and connect educational 
experiences to workforce development. 

Through these programs and partnerships, OSU Extension is helping to develop Ohio’s future 
workforce not only in agriculture, food sciences, environmental sciences, natural resources, and 
related fields. Senate Bill 120 presents an opportunity to build upon this foundation and expand 
access to meaningful, hands-on agricultural education for urban youth across the state.  

OSU Extension is enthusiastic about the Urban Farmer Youth Initiative Pilot Program proposed 
in Senate Bill 120 and appreciates the General Assembly’s focus on expanding agricultural and 
food systems education. We look forward to leveraging our longstanding experience, statewide 
infrastructure, and trusted community relationships to help ensure the initiative’s success.  

Chairman Cirino and members of the Senate Finance Committee, thank you for the opportunity 
to provide testimony today. Do not hesitate to reach out if you have any questions.  

  


