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Chairman Cirino, Vice Chairman Chavez, Ranking Member Hicks-Hudson, and distinguished 

members of the Senate Finance Committee, thank you for the opportunity to submit written 

testimony in support of SB120, the Urban Farmer Youth Initiative Pilot Program. I want to 

thank Senator Hicks-Hudson for introducing this legislation.  

The Ohio Association of Foodbanks knows that Ohio’s agricultural industry is the backbone 

of our communities, economies, and food systems. Over decades, we have been proud and 

humbled to partner closely with Ohio farmers, growers, and producers through our state-

funded food purchase programs, the Ohio Food Program and Agricultural Clearance 

Program, which help to reduce food waste, create and maintain agricultural and food supply 

chain jobs, and provide access to healthy food for families facing food budget shortfalls. 

We also partnered with the USDA and the State of Ohio on the federally-funded Local Food 

Purchase Assistance Program, which focused on small and emerging farmers and producers 

and food hubs. In an independent analysis of this program, which you can view in full on our 

website, participating small and emerging Ohio farmers responded to a series of questions 

about the impact of their participation in this local purchase program on their growth 

trajectory, industry credentials, and longer-term viability. About two-thirds of participating 

farmers identified as first-generation and about one-third have been in operation for five 

years or less, demonstrating a strong interest in agricultural production among young and 

emerging growers. We were inspired throughout this program by the hardworking small 

farmers, including urban farmers, that work creatively to harness resources to grow and 

produce healthy foods and bring those foods to market at increasing scale, and that 

continue to view farming as valuable to their local economies and as a viable path for 

securing their financial future. 

Efforts like the Urban Farmer Youth Initiative Pilot Program, in complement to the great work 

of Future Farmers of America and 4-H, can help to foster and support the next generation of 

young farmers. We know that a reliable, affordable, safe food supply is key for our national 

security. We offer our support for this legislation because we know that farming occupations 
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of all kinds, including urban farming, require people with passion for food production and 

exposure to real-world agricultural practices, small business management, and much more. 

And ultimately, food security for each of us relies on the continued hard work and 

commitment of local farmers and agricultural leaders. 

SB 120 would provide a concrete step in promoting urban agriculture and related food 

system careers as a meaningful and viable career path. We would be happy to offer our 

support to the continued success of the pilot program in any way as partners with Ohio’s 

agricultural sector. Thank you again to the bill sponsor for introducing this legislation and the 

committee for hearing this bill. Chairman Cirino and distinguished members of the Senate 

Finance Committee, thank you all for the opportunity to provide this testimony and I am 

happy to answer any questions you may have in follow-up at the contact information below.  

 

 

 

Joree Novotny 

Executive Director 

Ohio Association of Foodbanks  

100 E Broad St. Suite 501, Columbus, Ohio 43215 

jnovotny@ohiofoodbanks.org 

614-273-5818 

mailto:jnovotny@ohiofoodbanks.org

