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Chairman Cirino, Vice Chair Chavez, Ranking Member Hicks-Hudson, and members of 
the Senate Finance Committee, my name is Michael Bailey, and I serve as the senior 
vice president of operations and partnerships at Ohio Farm Bureau. I appreciate the 
opportunity to provide proponent testimony on Senate Bill 120, on behalf of Ohio Farm 
Bureau and our members. Senate Bill 120 addresses a real gap we see every day as 
we work through youth programming: that early exposure to agriculture does not 
happen uniformly throughout Ohio, resulting in lost opportunities for many young people 
to ever pursue future career opportunities in the agriculture industry.  
 
In my role, I have the opportunity to support various aspects of career development 
within agriculture. Ohio Farm Bureau invests in a continuum of youth engagement and 
workforce development, from early career exploration for young students through our 
Agricultural Literacy programming, to providing middle and high schoolers with 
broadening opportunities through ExploreAg, to enhanced leadership and professional 
growth opportunities through our Young Ag Professionals and AgriPOWER 
programming, our pathways are designed to build long-term engagement in agriculture. 
Our organization is committed to helping build a diverse and resilient workforce of those 
interested in agriculture. 
 
Ohio agriculture depends on a strong pipeline of young people who understand that 
food production is an evolving industry and a meaningful and viable career path. While 
Ohio Farm Bureau helps demonstrate the many options of agricultural careers through 
our ExploreAg program, we know students need continuous opportunities to learn about 
agriculture and the career fields available to them, which is why we support Senate Bill 
120. This bill will help fill the gap between learning about agriculture and making it a 
potential career choice. By creating spaces and experiences for sustained, hands-on 
learning, Ohio can help continue to foster the next generation of critical employees and 
leaders in the food and ag industry.    
 
Studies project that, in the next ten years, Ohio will need 470,000 new employees in 
food and agribusiness, and 90,000 new employees directly involved in farming. Our 
state will need everything from food scientists to animal nutritionists, plant pathologists, 



 
and equipment engineers. Without early and intentional exposure to agriculture, Ohio 
loses not just potential farmers, but also processors, inspectors, scientists, and an entire 
array of agricultural professionals before they even know those opportunities are 
available. 
 
We’re particularly excited that Ohio Farm Bureau will also highlight the vast array of 
those career opportunities available through the brand-new Imagine Ag exhibit, housed 
in the new Ohio Agriculture Center at the Ohio Expositions Center, opening for the 2026 
Ohio State Fair. This exhibit, expected to engage thousands of fairgoer families through 
the investment of our state government, will immerse attendees in not only the 
incredible story of contemporary agriculture in Ohio but also in the diverse careers 
available to students, whether they are still discovering their interests or are already on 
their career path. The opportunities we have to build upon the success of this space and 
steering students to careers is exponential. 
 
With free programs like Ohio Farm Bureau’s ExploreAg program for high school 
students, we’ve seen firsthand what happens when people are given meaningful, 
hands-on exposure to agriculture. There are endless opportunities in the food 
production space that cross all different thresholds of innovation and technological 
advancement. Senate Bill 120 could help build upon this model by expanding access to 
agriculture for those youth who are not encountering it as part of their daily lives. These 
experiences are not only foundational to workforce development in Ohio, but they 
ultimately grow the connection between the farmer and the consumer.   
 
Senate Bill 120 works on behalf of all Ohioans, as investing in early exposure, reducing 
barriers to participation, and aligning workforce development is beneficial to all. By 
investing in youth-focused agricultural education and partnering with our land grant 
universities, especially in urban communities, Ohio is strengthening the long-term food 
system, workforce, and resilience of the agricultural community. For those reasons, we 
respectfully ask the committee to support Senate Bill 120, and we thank Senator 
Hicks-Hudson for her pursuit of this initiative. Thank you, Chairman Cirino, Vice Chair 
Chavez, and the committee for the opportunity to provide testimony today. I would 
welcome any questions.  
 
 
 



 
If you would like to learn more about ExploreAg and other youth-focused opportunities 
to share with students in your district, you can visit 
https://ofbf.org/community/youth-in-agriculture/.  
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