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Before the Ohio Senate Finance Committee
Proponent Testimony Senate Bill 120

Chair Cirino, Vice Chair Chavez, and Ranking Member Hicks Hudson, and members of the
Senate Finance Committee, thank you for the opportunity to present proponent testimony
on Senate Bill 120 on behalf of the members of the Ohio Chamber of Commerce. My name
is Tony Long, General Counsel and Director of Energy & Environmental Policy at the Ohio
Chamber.

SB 120 is another piece of the puzzle of retaining young talent in our state. A few General
Assemblies ago the governor’s merit program was crafted to provide scholarships for
those high school seniors seeking to go to college. It provides scholarships for those top
5% of students that choose Ohio colleges and universities over out of state higher
education institutions. Recently work has been done to create additional seats at our
career vocational schools to retain young talent seeking a path other than college.

SB 120 provides a modest pilot program to introduce children in our cities to careers in
farming. Exposure to these career opportunities will provide yet another avenue for
retaining young Ohioans in our state. This modest pilot program is a first step in ensuring
Ohio’s vital farming economy has the workforce it needs to continue to thrive in the future.

Thank you for the opportunity to present this proponent testimony for SB 120. The Ohio
Chamber looks forward to working with this committee and the Ohio Senate on this
legislation. | will now attempt to answer any questions you may have for me.



