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Chairman Cirino, Vice Chair Chavez, Ranking Member Hicks-Hudson, and members of the 

Senate Finance Committee, thank you for the opportunity to submit proponent testimony on 

Substitute House Bill 730.  

 

Sub. House Bill 730 (H.B. 730) provides important support to Ohio counties and their Job and 

Family Services (JFS) agencies by appropriating $10 million in state funds, which will draw 

down an additional $2.5 million in federal funds. These resources will be used by county JFS 

agencies to administer Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) applications. SNAP 

is a federal program which helps hundreds of thousands of Ohioans afford basic nutrition while 

also bringing significant federal dollars into Ohio’s economy.  

 

The administrative funds in H.B. 730 are critical in light of recent federal policy changes. Under 

H.R. 1, the One Big Beautiful Bill Act, the federal match rate for SNAP administrative costs will 

be reduced from 50 percent to 25 percent beginning October 1, 2026. This federal change will 

result in a significant loss of $38.2 million for counties in the remainder of state fiscal year 

2027. The projected loss for individual counties varies based on a variety of factors including 

SNAP administrative caseloads. 

 

The appropriation contained in H.B. 730 will offset up to approximately $226,000 of the 

losses in each county. The distribution formula does not follow the traditional SNAP 

administrative funding model and is not proportional to caseloads. For counties with large 

caseloads, the loss resulting from H.R. 1 is between $1.5 million and $7.5 million per agency. 

In counties with lower caseloads, the amount lost is often under $226,000, and thus the 

appropriation will cover the entire amount of the reduction caused by H.R. 1. Thus, there is a 

range of impact across the state. 

 

The new funds in H.B. 730 are especially critical considering H.R. 1 establishes new 

requirements tied to SNAP state payment error rates. States must maintain an error rate below 

six percent to avoid significant financial penalties. If a state’s error rate is above six percent, 

the state becomes liable for five, 10, or 15 percent of the state’s SNAP benefit costs. A penalty 

this size in Ohio would trigger hundreds of millions of dollars in benefit costs shifted to the 

state.  

 



Counties play a critical role in helping Ohio achieve a sub-six percent SNAP error rate. Ensuring 

that county agencies have the resources necessary to administer the program is essential to 

achieving that goal and protecting the state’s finances. With limited resources in the JFS 

system today, these federal administrative cuts could result in counties reducing staffing levels 

if they are unable to absorb the funding loss. Smaller staff sizes inevitably lead to larger 

caseloads per caseworker, which increases the likelihood of errors despite the best efforts of 

county employees. Investments such as those included in H.B. 730 assist counties in 

maintaining the staffing capacity necessary to conduct careful eligibility determinations and 

support Ohio’s efforts to maintain a low error rate. 

 

Determining SNAP eligibility and household benefit payments is a complex process that occurs 

at the county level. County JFS caseworkers must develop a detailed household budget for 

each applicant, reviewing multiple income sources, expenses, and household circumstances to 

determine both eligibility and benefit levels. In many cases, county staff must work through 

incomplete or inaccurate information provided during the application process, which adds 

additional complexity to these determinations. 

 

County JFS agencies also rely on the state-administered Ohio Benefits IT system to process 

eligibility decisions. Counties do not control this system, and at times caseworkers must work 

through system limitations or errors that require manual adjustments and workarounds. These 

challenges add administrative burden and increase the potential for errors despite the best 

efforts of county staff. We look forward to the Ohio Department of Job and Family Services’ 

ongoing improvements to the system that will help put county employees in the best possible 

position to reduce errors and administer the program efficiently. 

 

Beyond the immediate funding provided in H.B. 730, we believe the issue of SNAP 

administrative resources will require continued collaboration between the state and counties. 

We welcome additional dialogue with the General Assembly about how future administrative 

support can be distributed to have the greatest impact in keeping the error rate low across 

Ohio’s counties. We will look forward to ongoing evaluations about the impact of H.R. 1, 

especially as it relates to the challenges in the counties with high caseloads.   

 

Every county JFS agency, large to small, is working toward the same goal of accurate eligibility 

determinations. Ensuring that resources and technology are deployed in ways that best support 

those efforts and reflect the varying caseload demands across counties, including those 

counties managing the largest share of SNAP participants, will ultimately help Ohio maintain a 

low error rate and avoid costly federal penalties. 

 

Chairman Cirino and members of the committee, we are grateful for your support and for the 

attention you have given to this issue. Sub. House Bill 730 is an important investment in Ohio’s 

ability to administer SNAP effectively and work towards our shared goal of a low error rate. We 

look forward to continuing to work with the General Assembly and the Administration to meet 

that challenge. 

 


