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Chairman Cirino, Vice Chair Chavez, Ranking Member Hicks-Hudson, and members of the
Senate Finance Committee, thank you for the opportunity to submit interested party testimony
on House Bill 730.

The SNAP Program serves those in greatest need and without this assistance many would go
hungry. Over 180,000 residents of Cuyahoga County receive SNAP assistance and of those over
71,000 of them are minor children and over 37,000 are elderly. Many are disabled.

On July 4, 2025, President Trump signed H.R. 1 into law. As a part of H.R. 1, the federal match
rate for SNAP administrative costs will be reduced from 50 percent to 25 percent beginning
October 1, 2026. This change will result in significant funding losses for the State of Ohio,
estimated to be around $38M from October 1, 2026 to June 30, 2027. Cuyahoga County alone
anticipates a projected loss of $7 million over that time period.

House Bill 730 appropriates $10 million in state funds which will draw down $2.5 million in
federal funds to help fill that gap. Those funds will be split amongst Ohio’s 88 counties. The
proposed formula will fill the projected gap for 59 counties, however, the 26 counties most in
need will be receiving approximately $226,486 each. For Cuyahoga County this is equal to 3%
of the projected gap.

In fact, the six most populous counties in Ohio (Franklin, Cuyahoga, Hamilton, Montgomery,
Summit, and Lucas) account for 47.2% of the SNAP population yet are only receiving 10.8% of
the money. The 59 counties receiving full funding to cover the federal gap account for just
24.4% of the SNAP population in Ohio.

Funding for Ohio’s largest counties with the highest SNAP populations will be critically
important because H.R. 1 establishes new requirements tied to SNAP state payment error rates.
States must maintain an error rate below six percent to avoid significant financial penalties. As
the 26 counties who are receiving insufficient funding account for 75.7% of the SNAP caseload,
the capacity of those county Jobs and Family Services (JFS) departments dramatically affects the
statewide error rate.

In Cuyahoga County, these costs will also have a direct impact on our Health and Human
Services budget, which is strained by increased expenses, including drastically increased Board

and Care costs, that have already caused us to dip into our budget reserves.

If funding does not keep pace with administrative needs, counties like Cuyahoga County will
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face additional administrative burdens that will strain operations and increase caseload
complexity per worker. Insufficient funding in higher-volume counties will make it more difficult
for Ohio to achieve the required error rate and could trigger anywhere from $160 Million to
$480 Million in additional costs to the state of Ohio.

While we appreciate the consideration made to include funding to offset these additional costs,
this plan for funding allocation significantly underfunds the counties who will be impacted most
by the federal funding losses. We also believe any funds should be distributed according to the
current formula, which takes into account the number of individuals in poverty in the county
and program caseloads. We welcome additional dialogue with this Committee and the General
Assembly about how these costs will impact Ohio’s largest counties and how administrative
support can be better structured to have the greatest impact across Ohio.
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