SONIA Organics Products LLC
SOrganics®

619 Woodland Ave

Toledo, Ohio 43604

May 10, 2026

Ohio Senate Finance Committee
Ohio Statehouse

1 Capitol Square

Columbus, OH 43215

RE: Letter of Support for Senate Bill 120 — Urban Farmer Youth
Initiative Pilot Program

Dear Chair Cirino and Members of the Senate Finance Committee,

On behalf of SONIA Organics Products LLC, | am writing in strong support of Senate Bill 120, the
Urban Farmer Youth Initiative Pilot Program, sponsored by Senator Paula Hicks-Hudson.

For close to ten years, SONIA Organics Products LLC has worked directly in the community to build
youth farming, urban agriculture, wellness, and food access programs that reconnect young people to
the land while creating pathways toward workforce development, entrepreneurship, and public health
improvement.

This legislation reflects work that has already been tested and demonstrated in real neighborhoods
with real youth and families. Through SONIA Organics Products LLC and our community partnerships,
we have welcomed elected officials, educators, Extension partners, and community leaders to visit our
urban farming sites and engage directly with our Youth Farmers. These visits allowed leaders to see
firsthand the impact of young people learning to grow food, steward land, build confidence, and serve
their communities.

We have also personally traveled to the Ohio Statehouse to provide in-person testimony because we
believe deeply in the importance of investing in youth agriculture and community-centered food
systems. Our testimony was rooted not in theory, but in years of hands-on work and measurable
community impact.

Urban farming creates important pipelines to rural farming and strengthens Ohio’s overall agricultural
future. Many young people in urban communities have never had direct exposure to farming, food



production, or agricultural careers. Programs like ours introduce youth to those opportunities while also
helping make fresh foods more accessible in neighborhoods that often lack healthy food options.

One of the most powerful examples of this work occurred during interruptions to SNAP services, when
our youth and community volunteers mobilized using the skills they learned through our programs to
help harvest, distribute, and support access to fresh produce for families in need. Local farmers and
agricultural partners were deeply impressed by the leadership, work ethic, compassion, and
coordination demonstrated by the youth. It showed that these programs are not simply educational
activities. They are building responsible, community-minded leaders prepared to act on behalf of
others.

Senate Bill 120 recognizes the importance of supporting youth agriculture initiatives that strengthen
communities, improve food access, create workforce pathways, and preserve Ohio’s agricultural
legacy for future generations.

We respectfully urge the Senate Finance Committee to support and advance Senate Bill 120.

Thank you for your consideration and leadership.

Sincerely,

Sonia Flunder-McNair

Owner, SONIA Organics Products LLC
Founder, Urban Wholistics

619 Woodland Ave

Toledo, Ohio 43604



