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Chair Cirino, Vicechair Chavez, and fellow members of the Finance committee, thank
you for the opportunity to provide sponsor testimony on Senate Bill 289 to Establish Natural
Hair Stylist Education Grant Program.

This legislation would amend parts of the Ohio Revised Code applicable to the State
Cosmetology and Barber Board to create a grant and educational programming for understanding
and styling a diversity of textured hair. The program will increase the number of cosmetologists
who are skilled in haircare of a variety of textures and types. It will fund post-secondary
programming, seminars and workshops related to this topic of textured hair care.

Currently the Ohio Cosmetology and Barber Board offers licensure programs for both
Natural Hairstyling and Advanced Natural Hairstyling. However, these programs are set as
specialty licensures and not standard curriculum for all board-certified hair stylists and
cosmetologists. This legislation will provide all cosmetologists with the opportunity of expanded
training to provide skilled services for a wide variety of hair textures and styles. When
implemented, Cosmetologists can attend seminars which provide crucial workforce development
and skill enhancement through grant funding.

Among some of the techniques learned would be braiding, locking, twisting, weaving, or
other natural, protective, or other cultural hair styles; as well as important hair treatment
information pertaining to deep conditioning and hot oil massages or other services to improve
moisture retention, curl definition, or hair strengthening.

Per to 2024 Cosmetology and Barber Board Annual Report,! the Ohio Cosmetology and
Barber Board currently offers licensure programs for both Natural Hairstyling and Advanced
Natural Hairstyling. These programs require 450 and 600 hours of expert topical training
respectively. However, these programs are set as specialty licensures and not standard
curriculum for all board-certified hair stylists and cosmetologists.

According to a 2025 peer-reviewed study in the Clincal, Cosmetic, and Investigational
Dermatology journal of the Taylor& Francis Group, across all racial and ethnic demographics,
there is textured hair representation. This study, titled “Types and Characteristics of Hair Across
the Globe: Results of a Multinational Study on 19,461 Individuals”,? spanned across the
countries of the Unites States, France, Brazil, India, China, Mexico, Japan, South Africa, and
Indonesia.

! https://cos.ohio.gov/wps/wcm/connect/gov/15d78cb6-0c59-4419-818b-2eba9c15¢e1a8/FY24+Annual+Report-
+Cosmetology+and+Barber+Board.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CONVERT TO=url&CACHEID=ROOTWORKSPAC
E.Z18_K9I1401S01H7F40QBNJU3SO1F56-15d78cb6-0c59-4419-818b-2ebadcl5ela8-pcM3 Vrj
2 https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC11846515/
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Here, I am defining “textured” hair as wavy, kinky, or coily hair—anything that is not
straight. Across multiple continents and demographic groups, among more than 19,000
participants, no identity group reported more than about one third of their respondees having
truly straight hair. This was true for white, Asian, and Hispanic respondents as well as those of
African ancestry.® This may reflect many people’s lived experience, as there has been a recent
uptick in “textured” stylists for all demographics. There was a time, when in popular culture, it
was common to hear individuals from all backgrounds state that they did not know how to take
care of their hair. By aiding cosmetologists in continuing their education to truly understand
textured hair, we allow Ohio cosmetologists to impart this wisdom to their clients, so that this
resurrengence of embracing textured hair in the mainstream can be attainable for all.

Furthermore, when looking at Ohio demographic data as of 2024, of the 139,920 licenses
issued and renewed by the Ohio Cosmetology Board, there were 14 Natural Hair Stylists, 17
Natural Hair Styling Salons, and 38 Advanced Natural Hairstylists. Ohio is a state where,
according to the 2024 US Census data,* out of 11.8 million residents, 77% are white non-
Hispanic, 12.5% are African-American, and at least 6 other ethnic groups represent significant
populations. This means that the number of cosmetologists certified in textured or ethnic
hairstyling is not at all reflective of the ethnic populations that our cosmetologists serve, either.
To further exemplify this point, data from DATA USA’s 2023 Hairdressers, Hairstylists, &
Cosmetologist’s report® shows that nationwide African-Americans represent 10.3% of all
certified cosmetologists, though national data shows that African-American residents make up
12.4% of the national population. If we look at those numbers in the context of Ohio’s certified
cosmetologists—and of the millions these percentages represent—that means that many licensed
cosmetologists are not even receiving the appropriate training to understand how to
professionally care for their own hair, let alone the clients who would outnumber their ranks.

For many, haircare and styling is an important part of feeling confident in how they
represent themselves and their communities. The purpose of our industries in Ohio should not be
to simply create jobs to be filled and collect profit, but these industries should also serve our
residents in creating fulfilled and actualized lives. We can help our cosmetology industry to
serve our residents with informed and varied professional care by investing in their continued
education. I urge support of Senate Bill 289 to Establish Natural Hair Stylist Education Grant
Program. Thank you for your consideration of this testimony. I stand ready to answer any
questions.

4 https://data.census.gov/profile/Ohio?g=040XX00US39
5 https://datausa.io/profile/soc/hairdressers-hairstylists-cosmetologists?ethnicity-
gender=genderFemaleE#demographics
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