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Senate Bill 220 — Sponsor Testimony

Chairman Wilson, Vice Chairman Lang, Ranking Member Craig, and members of the committee.
Thank you for the opportunity to provide sponsor testimony on Senate Bill 220, legislation that
creates a statewide framework for Community Paramedicine Programs in Ohio and

ensures insurance coverage for the essential services these programs provide.

Emergency medical service (EMS) personnel are highly trained professionals who respond to
thousands of 911 calls each year. However, many of these calls involve nonemergency situations
such as chronic disease management, medication adherence, fall prevention, or post-discharge
follow-up — issues that can be more effectively addressed through proactive, community-based
care.

Senate Bill 220 enables EMS organizations to formally establish Community Paramedicine
Programs allowing paramedics, EMTs, and intermediate-level technicians to

provide nonemergency medical services under medical supervision. This approach strengthens
the connection between patients, local health resources, and primary care providers, while
reducing avoidable emergency responses and hospital readmissions.

Under the bill, EMS organizations may create a community paramedicine program that operates
under the direction of a medical director or cooperating physician advisory board. These
programs may include services such as:

e Chronic disease management and prevention
o Health evaluations and assessments
o Home safety inspections and fall prevention

e Health education and medication compliance



o Referrals to community services
e Post-surgical care coordination
o Telehealth support and monitoring

The bill also authorizes partnerships with hospitals, clinics, and other health entities to better
identify social determinants of health and provide collaborative, wraparound services to at-risk
residents.

Additionally, Senate Bill 220 requires both private health insurers and the Medicaid program to
cover services delivered under approved Community Paramedicine Programs, just as they would
for other care provided by EMTs and paramedics. This ensures financial sustainability for EMS
organizations that are already serving as critical community health providers.

By enabling reimbursement for proactive care, Senate Bill 220 shifts our system

toward prevention and early intervention rather than relying on costly emergency response.
Community Paramedicine Programs enhance collaboration between EMS, public health and
primary care systems while reducing strain on emergency rooms and 911 systems. The result is
improved patient outcomes through consistent follow-up and chronic condition management—
especially for vulnerable and rural populations.

Pilot programs in Ohio and across the nation have already demonstrated the success of this
model, reducing hospital readmissions, improving medication adherence, and saving taxpayer
dollars.

Senate Bill 220 empowers Ohio’s EMS providers to serve their communities more effectively,
supports integrated healthcare delivery, and ensures that reimbursement policies reflect the
modern role of EMS in community health. The bill recognizes the vital work of our first
responders and aligns with Ohio’s goals of improving population health and reducing overall
healthcare costs.

Chairman Wilson, Vice Chairman Lang, Ranking Member Craig, and members of the committee,
thank you again for the opportunity to provide sponsor testimony on Senate Bill 220. I am happy
to answer any questions you may have.



