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Parpe Allsnce

October 21, 2025

The Honorable Steve Wilson, Chairman

Senate Financial Institutions, Insurance, and Technology Committee
One Capitol Square

Columbus, Ohio 43215

Dear Chairman Wilson, Vice Chair Lang, Ranking Member Craig, and Members of the Senate Financial

Institutions, Insurance, and Technology Committee:

On behalf of the undersigned organizations and patient advocates, we respectfully urge your support for
S.B. 207, jointly sponsored by Senators Susan Manchester and Beth Liston. This critical legislation
addresses a growing concern for hundreds of thousands of Ohioans: the exclusion of third-party financial
assistance from counting toward patients’ deductibles and out-of-pocket maximums by health insurers

and pharmacy benefit managers (PBMs).

S.B. 207 would prohibit the practice of copay diversion, ensuring that financial assistance—whether from
drug manufacturers, nonprofit organizations, or other third parties, is fully credited toward a patient’s

cost-sharing obligations.

This issue disproportionately affects Ohio’s most vulnerable populations, particularly those enrolled in

Affordable Care Act (ACA) marketplace plans. Please consider the following:

e Over 580,000 Ohioans are enrolled in ACA marketplace plans, and more than 70% of these plans

include copay accumulator policies.

e Inthe commercial insurance market, 83% of enrollers are subject to copay accumulator

programs, and 73% are in plans that utilize copay maximizer programs.

e 9 outof 13 insurers on Ohio’s ACA exchange implement copay accumulator adjustment

programs, excluding other forms of cost-shifting mechanisms.
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These programs result in patients being denied the full benefit of financial assistance, often leading to
unexpected and unaffordable medical bills. The impact is especially severe for individuals living with
chronic and life-threatening conditions such as cancer, multiple sclerosis, Parkinson’s disease, HIV,
autoimmune disorders, and rare diseases—many of whom rely on high-cost specialty medications with

no generic alternatives.

S.B. 207 promotes:

e Fairness — Ensuring all payments made by or on behalf of a patient count toward their deductible

and out-of-pocket maximum.

e Protection — Shielding patients from excessive and surprise medical costs.

e Transparency — Requiring insurers to certify compliance annually and prohibiting benefit designs

that discriminate based on a patient’s receipt of financial assistance.

Importantly, the bill does not:

e Increase health care premiums for employers (as supported by numerous studies).

e Restrict the use of generic medications.

e Mandate coverage of specific drugs when third-party assistance is used.

Simply stated, S.B. 207 provides needed assistance to patients to meet their ever-increasing out-of-

pocket cost mandates while preserving cost-sharing incentives and ensuring that patients receive the full

value of assistance intended to make their care affordable.

We respectfully urge the committee to advance S.B. 207 and protect Ohio patients from harmful
insurance practices that undermine access to essential treatments.

Thank you for your leadership and continued commitment to improving healthcare access and

affordability across Ohio.

Respectfully,

Al Arthritis
ALS Association
ALS United of Central and Southern Ohio

American Cancer Society — Cancer Action Network

American Diabetes Association

American Society of Clinical Oncology
Arthritis Foundation

Biomarker Collaborative

Cancer Support Community — Central Ohio
Cleveland Chapter — Oncology Nursing Society
Columbus Chapter — Oncology Nursing Society
Community Oncology Alliance

Cure CMD

Epilepsy Foundation

Equitas Health

Exon 20 Group

Healthcare Leaders Association of Ohio

HIV + Hepatitis Policy Institute

Infusion Access Foundation

International Cancer Advocacy Network (ICAN)
Looms4Lupus

Lupus and Allied Disease Association

Mental Health America of Ohio

MET Crusaders

National Alliance on Mental Iliness — Ohio
National Infusion Center Association
Nutrition and Dietetics Expert Pat McKnight
Ohio Association of Rheumatology

Ohio Chapter — American Academy of Pediatrics
Ohio Dermatological Association

Ohio Hematology Oncology Society

Ohio Life Sciences

Ohio Osteopathic Association

Ohio Psychiatric Physicians Association

Ohio Sickle Cell and Health Association

Ohio State Medical Association

PDL1 Amplifieds

Pompe Alliance

Prevent Blindness Ohio

Rare Action Access Project

Society of Dermatology Physician Associates
Spondylitis Association of America



