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October 21, 2025

The Honorable Steve Wilson, Chairman

Senate Financial Institutions, Insurance, and Technology Committee
One Capitol Square

Columbus, Ohio 43215

Dear Chairman Wilson, Vice Chair Lang, Ranking Member Craig, and Members of the Senate
Financial Institutions, Insurance, and Technology Committee:

On behalf of the Community Oncology Alliance (COA), I write in strong support of Senate Bill
207, which prohibits the use of copay accumulators in Ohio.

Across the country, patients have been caught in insurance benefit designs that prevent third-
party and manufacturer financial assistance from counting toward their deductibles or out-of-
pocket maximums. These practices, known as accumulator adjustment and copay maximizer
programs, keep patients’ costs artificially high, often forcing them to delay, ration, or abandon
treatment altogether.

In community oncology practices, where patients rely on life-sustaining medications with no
generic equivalents, the harm is particularly acute. Insurers and pharmacy benefit managers have
used these programs to shift financial responsibility away from themselves and onto patients,
patients already struggling under the weight of cancer care. COA opposes such designs because
they undermine the affordability and continuity of treatment and violate the basic principle that a
patient’s financial assistance should directly support their ability to stay on therapy.

Over twenty states have already enacted similar protections to ensure that copay assistance
counts toward a patient’s cost-sharing obligations. Senate Bill 207 follows this growing national
trend and would safeguard Ohio families from these predatory and harmful practices.

We urge your support for Senate Bill 207. For a more comprehensive analysis of this issue, we
invite you to review COA’s position statement on Copay Assistance. If we can be of additional
assistance on this issue or others impacting community oncology, please contact James Lee,
COA Director of State Regulation and Policy, at jlee(@coacancer.org.

Sincerely,

Mark Thompson, MD
Medical Director of Public Policy
Community Oncology Alliance (COA)


https://assets.mycoa.io/1742925971022_COA_PositionStatement_Copay-Accumulators_Copy-Maximizers_AFP_March2025_FINAL.pdf

