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Chair Wilson, Vice Chair Lang, Ranking Member Craig, and members of the Committee,

Thank you for the opportunity to express our formal support for Senate Bill 220, which
establishes a statewide framework for Community Paramedicine Programs and ensures
reimbursement for the essential services these programs provide. Delaware County EMS
strongly supports this legislation as a necessary and forward-thinking step in modernizing Ohio’s
pre-hospital care system.

The landscape of emergency medical services continues to evolve rapidly, and our system must
evolve with it. Sustainable funding is essential to maintain operational readiness, support
innovation, and ensure that EMS organizations can continue to meet the diverse needs of the
communities we serve. In this case, sustainability also equates to lower costs for taxpayers and
insurers, while simultaneously improving the quality of care delivered to patients.

Currently, the EMS reimbursement model in Ohio and across the nation incentivizes
transportation, as payment is only provided when a patient is taken to a hospital. This model is
outdated, inefficient, and ultimately costly to taxpayers. Many pre-hospital encounters can be
safely and effectively managed through treat-in-place or treat-and-refer models, approaches
that align with the intent of Senate Bill 220. Providing even nominal reimbursement for these
non-transport services would result in significant cost savings by reducing unnecessary
ambulance transports and emergency department visits, while also ensuring that essential EMS
operations remain financially sustainable through proper funding.

In addition to supporting the bill’s intent, Delaware County EMS respectfully suggests a
clarification to the bill’s language to explicitly include the onsite administration of
medications as part of approved Community Paramedicine services. This addition would allow
EMS professionals to provide treatments such as medication-assisted therapy for addiction
disorders, vaccinations, and other preventive or therapeutic interventions. These measures are
proven to lower long-term healthcare costs, reduce strain on the system, and improve patient
outcomes, all while serving the best interests of Ohio’s residents.
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Senate Bill 220 represents a critical opportunity to modernize the EMS reimbursement
framework, strengthen the sustainability of our emergency medical systems, and enhance the
quality of patient care throughout the state. Delaware County EMS stands ready to assist with
implementation, provide data and operational insight from our own community initiatives once
up and running, and partner in ensuring this legislation achieves its intended impact.

Chair Wilson and members of the Committee, thank you again for the opportunity to submit
testimony, and thank you for your leadership on this important issue and for recognizing the vital
role of EMS professionals in advancing the health and safety of Ohioans. I respectfully urge the
Committee to support Senate Bill 220 and advance it through the legislative process, and I
welcome any questions about the bill or the positions stated herein.

Respectfully submitted,

TRHA

Jeff Fishel
Delaware County EMS
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