Ohio Association
of Health Plans

February 10, 2026

Chairman Steve Wilson

Senate Financial Institutions, Insurance, & Technology Committee
1 Capitol Square

Columbus, Ohio 43215

Chairman Wilson, Vice Chair Lang, Ranking Member Craig, and members of the
Senate Financial Institutions, Insurance, & Technology Committee: my name is Megan
Richwine, and | am the Director of Government Affairs for the Ohio Association of Health
Plans (OAHP). On behalf of OAHP, thank you for the opportunity to offer written interested
party testimony to Sub House Bill 229.

OAHP is the state's leading trade association representing the health insurance
industry. Our member plans provide health benefits to nearly 9 million Ohioans through
employer-sponsored coverage, the individual insurance market, and public programs
such as Medicare, Medicaid, and the Federal Insurance Marketplace. In short, our
members offer a broad range of health insurance products to Ohioans in the commercial
marketplace and are committed partners in public programs.

OAHP is appreciative of Sponsor Kellie Deeter’s and other interested parties’ efforts
to craft legislation that centers around transparency. This bill enhances regulatory
oversight and transparency of PBMs and reflects a balanced discussion from all sides.
Passage of Substitute HB 229 will result in stability, which is a top concern of plan
sponsors (Ohio’s employer community).

PBMs are an important and necessary piece of the healthcare sector for health plans
and plan sponsors putting downward pressure on prescription drug costs and offering
valuable tools, such as care coordination, to keep Ohioans healthy and productive. As
always, OAHP members appreciate the opportunity to work on policy that will improve
access, transparency, and care to Ohioans.

Thank you for allowing me to submit interested party testimony on Sub HB 229.



