HAPE

TOLEDO

RE: Support for Senate Bill 175

Chairman Wilson and Members of the Senate Financial Institutions, Insurance, and
Technology Committee:

[ respectfully submit this letter in support of Senate Bill 175, which seeks to provide a
balanced framework for addressing the challenges families face in an increasingly digital
environment. Mobile applications and connected devices now play a central role in how
young people communicate, learn, and interact with the world around them, and it is
important that public policy keeps pace with these changes in a thoughtful and responsible
way.

SB 175 recognizes that parents should remain central decision-makers regarding how their
children interact with digital platforms. By requiring parental consent before minors can
access certain features or experiences, the legislation reinforces the principle that families
should have meaningful visibility and control over how their children use technology.

The bill also reflects an important commitment to protecting user privacy. Rather than
encouraging excessive data collection, SB 175 allows developers and platforms to rely on
age-category signals and commercially reasonable technologies to identify whether users
are minors. This approach helps ensure that digital safety measures are implemented
without requiring companies to collect or store unnecessary personal information.

Equally important, the legislation provides clarity and predictability for developers and
platforms by establishing expectations for age verification and parental consent, while
allowing flexibility in how those requirements are implemented. By focusing on
transparency, privacy, and parental involvement, SB 175 represents a thoughtful policy
framework that addresses concerns about online safety while remaining mindful of the
practical realities of the digital ecosystem.

For these reasons, I respectfully encourage the Committee to support Senate Bill 175.
Sincerely,
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