
Chairman Wilson and members of the Financial Institutions, Insurance and Technology 
Committee, 
 
Last year, Ohio Women Lead Right polled parents across Ohio on a straightforward question: 
do you support requiring app stores to get parental approval before children download apps? 
Eighty percent said yes. That's not a close call. That's a near-consensus among Ohio parents, 
crossing party lines, reflecting something most of us feel pretty intuitively — that we should have 
a say before our kids download something, not after. 
 
Senate Bill 175 doesn't give us that say. While it does establish a system where app stores 
signal age information to every app kids want to download, and the apps are then expected to 
act on it appropriately. Parents are not part of that chain. We're not approving of anything. 
Instead, we are trusting that a developer will respond correctly to an age bracket sent by an 
operating system — which is a very different thing from a parent being asked to say yes or no. 
 
Ohio parents weren't asking for a technical solution that routes data between companies. They 
were asking for control. SB 167 is what parents have been asking for. The legislature should 
listen to parents.  
 
As a father of three, including two teenagers, I am happy to see the legislature take this issue 
seriously.  However, I do not want to end up with a California-style outcome after a year of Ohio 
parents describing something better. I hope you'll oppose SB 175 and support legislation that 
actually reflects what families here have been asking for. 
 
 
 
Paul Allberry 
Pataskala, Ohio 
 
 
 


