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Chair Wilson and members of the committee, thank you for the opportunity to testify.  

 

My name is Meredith Friedhoff, and I am here on behalf of Ohio Women Lead Right. I have had 

the privilege of speaking on this issue before, and I am glad to be back — because the work is 

not finished yet. 

 

Ohio Women Lead Right has been advocating for app store-level parental consent legislation for 

over a year. That advocacy grew directly out of research we conducted with parents across this 

state. What we found was striking in its clarity: eighty percent of Ohio parents support requiring 

app stores to obtain parental approval before children can download apps. That support crossed 

party lines. It reflected something Ohio mothers — and fathers — feel deeply and intuitively. 

They want to know what is happening in their children's digital lives. They want to be the ones 

who say yes or no before an app lands on their child's phone. Senate Bill 167 gives them exactly 

that, and it is why we are here today urging this committee to advance it. 

 

The way SB 167 works in practice is straightforward. When a parent sets up a phone for their 

child, they verify their own age once through the app store. From that point forward, whenever 

their child attempts to download an app, the parent receives a notification and can approve or 

deny the request in real time. There is no separate process for each platform, no sensitive 

information shared across dozens of companies, and no complicated system to navigate. It is one 

step, in one place, that puts the parent in charge from the start. 

 

We want to acknowledge something sincerely: this committee and this legislature have taken the 

issue of child online safety seriously, and that matters. The attention paid to this question over 

the past year reflects a genuine commitment to Ohio families, and we are grateful for it. That is 

precisely why we must also oppose Senate Bill 175. Removing parents from the approval 

process — replacing their judgment with a chain of signals passed between tech companies — is 

not the protection Ohio parents asked for. 

 

There is also a practical concern with the California-style approach that we don't think gets 

enough attention: it can be bypassed simply by a child lying about their age. When the system 

relies on age information flowing between an app store, an operating system, and a developer, 

there is no human check in that chain — no parent who knows their child, no adult who can push 

back. A teenager who wants to access an app can misrepresent their age at setup and the entire 



 

framework falls apart. SB 175 does nothing to address that vulnerability. SB 167 does, because it 

puts a real person — a parent — in the decision. 

 

Beyond that, the California model creates new privacy risks for Ohio families. Spreading 

children's age data across multiple technology companies multiplies the number of places that 

data can be exposed, mishandled, or breached. Ohio parents did not ask for more of their 

children's information to circulate across more platforms. They asked for less. Centralizing age 

verification at the app store is the privacy-protective approach, and it is the approach SB 167 

takes. 

 

Ohio Women Lead Right urges this committee to advance Senate Bill 167. We have been proud 

to advocate for this legislation alongside Ohio parents. Ohio mothers have been clear about what 

they want. This is the bill that answers them. 

 

Thank you for your time.  

 


