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Chairman Wilson, Vice Chair Lang, Ranking Member Craig, and esteemed members of the Senate
Financial Institutions, Insurance and Technology Committee, thank you for the opportunity to testify
today in opposition of Senate Bill 175. My name is Ryan Folz, and I serve as the Legislative Liaison for the
Center for Christian Virtue, Ohio’s largest Christian Public Policy organization.

Let me begin by acknowledging a point of agreement: the status quo is not working, and we all
acknowledge that minors are being harmed. Action by this body is justified, as the state maintains a
compelling interest in the protection of minors. However, Sub. S.B. 175 does not solve this problem. In
fact, it risks reinforcing many of the same failures that have allowed Big Tech to operate without
meaningful accountability.

At its core, S.B. 175 relies on an “age signal” framework that places the burden on operating system
providers to collect age information and pass along broad age data to app developers. While this may
sound reasonable, in practice it creates a system where children can still misrepresent their age and
gain access to inappropriate content. Under this bill, minors could access and use apps—such as gambling
platforms, “nudifying” tools, dating and social apps filled with predators, and explicit chatbots—without
any meaningful, verified parental approval requirement in place. Additionally, this bill makes the same
fatal mistake as its earlier version of allowing developers to determine the “age-appropriate” nature of
content for minor users-rather than their parents-which would almost certainly cause this bill to be
struck down on constitutional grounds related to speech.

The bill’s reliance on digital signals—which developers can override based on internal data—creates
loopholes that bypass consistent parental approval and leave families without any right of action for
harm. Furthermore, by granting broad liability protections to large tech companies that demonstrate a
"good faith effort” to an already weak age verification model, the legislation effectively shields platforms
while shifting the burden of risk onto children and parents.

Contrast this with the App Store Accountability Act, which would require verifiable parental consent
before minors can download apps, ensure parents receive clear disclosures about content and data
collection, and give families meaningful control over their child’s digital environment using already
existing digital infrastructure. That is the standard Ohio families deserve, and S.B. 175 falls short of that
standard. SB175 creates the appearance of action without delivering real protections, and in doing so,
risks entrenching the very system we are trying to fix.

For these reasons, CCV respectfully urges this Committee to oppose Sub. S.B. 175 and instead advance
policies that truly empower parents and protect Ohio’s children. This can be done properly through
SB167(HB226), known as the App Store Accountability Act, which has already passed in 4 other states.’

Thank you for your time and consideration. I am happy to answer any questions.
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