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Chairman Wilson, Vice Chair Lang, Ranking Member Craig and members of the Committee, thank you
for the opportunity to testify on Substitute Senate Bill 175 today.

My name is Kate Charlet, and I’'m a Senior Director on Google’s public policy team, where | lead our
work on cybersecurity, privacy, and child safety. Before coming to Google, | spent a decade in public
service, at the Pentagon as a senior defense official for cybersecurity policy and at the White House
National Security Council.

At Google, our work is guided by a long-standing commitment to protect young users and we operate
on the principle of creating age-appropriate experiences for everyone on our platforms.

We provide minors with industry-leading content, wellbeing, and privacy protections, backed by age
assurance. These protections include, among many other protections, disabling personalized ads,
blocking access to mature content on YouTube and Google Play, enabling our strictest SafeSearch
settings, strong protections in our Al products, and much more.

I’'m here today to share Google’s support for the substitute version of Senate Bill 175. We believe this
remains the smartest, safest, and most effective way to protect children in Ohio’s digital world.

At its core, this legislation is about a simple, powerful idea: every one of us needs to be working as
part of a team to protect kids online. This must not fall on the shoulders of parents alone. It requires
everyone—whether that’s operating system providers, app stores, and app developers—to work
together as a team to support families and get this right.

This bill creates a critical, privacy-first layer of protection through a system-wide age signal.

Let me take you through how this works, from the experience of someone interacting with the
technology.

e When a device is first being set up, a parent is there, the operating system requires the parent
to input their child’s age

e This creates a secure digital age signal

e [f a parent chooses, that signal is then shared to apps, through an app store, telling those apps
whether a user is a child, a younger teen, or an older teen.

e When the app receives that signal, it then allows them to implement protections that are
appropriate to the age.




® Because this happens at the system level, it ensures that protections are on by default across
the apps a child downloads, rather than forcing parents to hunt through the settings of every
individual app their child uses.

e And all this is done without the privacy invasive requirements to upload a child’s birth
certificate, drivers license, or specific identity.

Amended Senate Bill 175 is also designed to empower parents, not replace them. It allows parents to
choose what apps get their child’s sensitive age information.

This legislation also places a clear responsibility on the developers who know their apps best. When a
developer receives an age signal indicating a user is a minor, they are required to treat that as the
primary indicator of age and provide a safe experience accordingly. To protect a child's privacy, the bill
prohibits developers from requesting more personal information than is absolutely necessary to
comply with the law, which limits the digital footprint a child leaves behind while browsing or playing.

Of course, a bill tied up in the courts does not help kids. | appreciate that the bill’s authors have
worked to avoid some of the constitutionality concerns that have led legislation like SB 167 to be
enjoined in federal court.

This bill is comprehensive. It looks at the whole device experience, ensuring that protections aren't
just limited to one corner of the internet. By involving the operating system, it helps create a more
seamless safety net that follows the child across different applications. Sub Bill respects the privacy of
Ohioans while creating meaningful, common-sense guardrails for our youth. It’s the right way forward
to make the internet a safer place for Ohio's families, and we are proud to support it.

Thank you.




