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Chair Wilson and members of the committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony 

today. 

On behalf of Prevention Action Alliance, I am honored to share our strong support for Senate 

Bill 167. For nearly four decades, our organization has worked to build healthier communities 

across Ohio by preventing substance misuse and promoting mental wellness. Every day, we 

partner with parents, schools, coalitions, and communities, and we see firsthand how the 

environments young people navigate—both online and offline—shape their health and 

wellbeing. It is from that perspective that we offer our support. 

At the same time, we would be remiss not to express our concern with Senate Bill 175, which 

has emerged as a competing proposal. While we respect the intent of its sponsors, SB 175 does 

not provide the same level of protection for young people. It follows a model recently adopted in 

California, routing age information between app stores, operating system providers, and 

developers, and relying on those companies to act on it. Notably, parents are absent from that 

chain. 

Prevention work has consistently shown that the most effective strategies place trusted adults in 

an active role—not a passive one. SB 175 does not do that. Senate Bill 167 does. 

SB 167 puts parents at the center of the decision-making process. When a child attempts to 

download an app, a parent is notified and given the opportunity to approve or deny that 

request—at the app store, in one place, one time. This approach is not only practical, but it also 

reflects what Ohio parents have been asking for. A recent survey conducted by Ohio Women 

Lead Right found that 80 percent of parents support requiring app stores to obtain parental 

approval before children can download apps. Additionally, 72 percent of parents indicated it is 

easier to provide that approval in one centralized location, rather than navigating multiple 

individual apps. 

Ohio parents are not asking for complexity. They are asking for clarity, consistency, and a 

workable point of control. 

At Prevention Action Alliance, we know that parental engagement is one of the most powerful 

protective factors in a young person’s life. Research consistently shows that when parents are 
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involved and informed, children are more likely to make healthy decisions. Senate Bill 167 

extends that principle into the digital environment. It does not replace the critical conversations 

families must have about online safety—but it provides a tool that supports those conversations, 

rather than outsourcing key decisions to technology companies. 

Ohio has an opportunity to pass legislation that reflects the voices and needs of its families, 

rather than adopting a framework from a state with a very different regulatory approach. 

We respectfully urge this committee to advance Senate Bill 167 and to decline to move forward 

with Senate Bill 175 as an alternative. Ohio parents have been waiting for thoughtful, effective 

action on this issue. Senate Bill 167 delivers exactly that. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

 

Frances R. Gerbig, MPH, OCPC, ICPS 

Executive Director 

 

 


