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Chairman Wilson, Vice Chairman Lang, Ranking Member Hearcel Craig, and members of the
Financial Institutions, Insurance, and Technology Committee, thank you for the opportunity to
testify in support of Senate Bill 167.

My name is Shawn Parker, and I serve as the National President of the Republican Catholic
Coalition. RCC was founded to defend the family, promote Catholic principles in public policy,
and serve as a bridge between Catholic voters and the elected officials who represent them. As
the Catechism of the Catholic Church affirms, parents have the “first responsibility for the
education of their children” (CCC 2223). Today, I speak for parents who want a simple, practical
tool to help them exercise that responsibility and protect their children online.

The need for this kind of protection is real. Parents across Ohio tell us they feel outpaced by
technology and are uncertain about what their children are accessing. As the U.S. Surgeon
General has warned, there is a meaningful risk of harm to youth mental health from social media
use, and we cannot conclude that these platforms are sufficiently safe for children and
adolescents without robust parental oversight.

Last year, Ohio Women Lead Right surveyed parents across the state and found that 80 percent
support requiring app stores to obtain parental approval before children can download apps. That
support is bipartisan, and it is broad. It reflects something Ohio parents have been saying clearly
and consistently: they want to be in charge of what their children access online, and they want a
simple way to exercise that authority. SB 167 delivers exactly that.



Our organization urges the committee to report SB 167 favorably. Like Representative Melanie
Miller’s companion measure, House Bill 226, this is a commonsense, constitutional step to
strengthen parental authority and protect children’s well-being.

Thank you for your consideration of my testimony today, and I wish each of you a happy Easter
season. | welcome any questions that you may have at this time.
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