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Chair Wilson, Vice Chair Lang, and members of the committee, thank you for the
opportunity to testify today in opposition to Senate Bill 175.

My name is Casey Stefanski, and | am the Executive Director of the Digital Childhood
Alliance, a national group consisting of over 180 organizations committed to protecting
children online.

I would argue that many of us here agree that online safety legislation should have the sole
goal of protecting children. As written, SB 175 would fail to do so, and we instead urge you
to support SB 167, the App Store Accountability Act.

To begin, SB 175 not only fails to protect Ohio children, but it actually makes things worse
than the status quo we have today. SB 175 would allow children to self-declare their age. It
says that whatever age the kid declares is the online age that the developers and app
stores must accept. This approach is called self-attestation and was recently adopted by
California. There, it appears that the tech companies got together, and, without giving the
large community of child advocates a seat at the table, came up with this approach.

That means that if a child is 14, but tells their device that they are 18, they will be treated by
app stores and app developers as an adult. This happens even if the app store knows the
kid is lying and the developer suspects it. In fact, the billimmunizes the app store for
sending the false age information.

This is the digital equivalent of a child strolling into a liquor store, strip club, or cannabis
dispensary and making a purchase simply by tapping a checkbox that says, “I’m old
enough to be here.” The self-attestation approach does not protect kids, just the tech
companies. With the technology that exists today, there is no reason to adopt this
antiquated and unsafe practice.

Additionally, SB 175 fails to empower parents and does nothing to increase parental
oversight of what their children can access on their devices. Currently, when a child
downloads an app on their device, they agree to binding terms of service, entering into a
binding contract with tech companies without parental oversight whatsoever.



SB 175 does nothing to end this exploitative process of tech companies contracting with
minors without their parent’s approval. SB 175’s lack of requirements for parental consent
leaves minors even more vulnerable.

SB 175 is not a child safety bill for those stated reasons. This bill is supported by app store
providers like Apple and Google because it absolves them of the responsibility to protect
children. This bill does not provide meaningful mechanisms to safeguard our kids’ digital
experiences, does little to empower parents to protect their children online, and should not
be passed as child safety legislation in Ohio.

For the above reasons, | urge you to vote against SB 175.



