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Chairman Wilson, Vice Chair Lang and Members of the Committee, thank you for the
opportunity to be here today.

My name is Chris Rinkus and | am Meta’s Public Policy Director for the state of Ohio. |
have spent my career focused on youth policy issues, including four years as a senior
policy advisor during the first Trump administration. | am also the proud father of two
young daughters. | keenly appreciate the need to protect young people online and |
applaud the work of this committee toward that end.

Today | am testifying in support of Senate Bill 167, the App Store Accountability Act. It
would require an App Store to verify age and obtain parental consent before a teen can
download an app. The App Store would then securely share that age and consent
signal with an app like Instagram so that younger users are placed in an
age-appropriate experience immediately upon download.

This approach is built on a simple but powerful idea: protecting teens online is a shared
responsibility and everyone must do their part.

The App Store Accountability Act is practical, effective, and, most importantly, what
parents want. A recent poll found that 80% of Ohio parents support legislation that
would require parental approval through an App Store for teens to download apps.

Other states have recognized the growing support among parents and the public for this
proposal. The App Store Accountability Act has now been signed into law in four states:
Alabama, Louisiana, Texas, and Utah. It has been introduced in more than half of all
states. It was recently advanced by the House Energy and Commerce committee at the
federal level.

Here’s how it works. When a parent sets up their teen's phone, an App Store verifies the
user's age. From that point forward, any app download requires parental approval. The
app simply does not download unless the parent says yes. This gives parents the
ultimate veto over which apps their teen can access, putting them firmly in control.

This single checkpoint at the App Store level offers several important advantages. Apple
and Google, which operate the two largest App Stores, already collect age information
when a parent buys and sets up a teen's phone. Apple and Google also already have
systems in place to obtain parental approval before teens can purchase paid apps. App
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stores can easily extend this existing infrastructure to cover all app downloads, rather
than just the ones that cost money. Currently, both companies earn a commission on
many app downloads and most in-app purchases.

Because age is verified only once, over trusted infrastructure, SB 167 minimizes data
exposure. No sensitive personal information is ever shared with any app developer. An
App Store would only be required to share secure and anonymous age range and
consent signals with parent-approved apps. This avoids the identity theft and phishing
risks often associated with uploading personal documentation to multiple services
across the internet.

Importantly, this proposal does not offload all responsibility to the App Store. It remains
true to its core principle: protecting teens online is a shared responsibility and everyone
must do their part. To that end, apps are required to create experiences tailored to
different age groups.

Meta is fully prepared to comply with SB 167’s requirement that apps provide an
age-appropriate experience to teens. Using a reliable age signal provided by an App
Store, we can ensure teens are placed into our higher protection, stricter-safety setting
Teen Accounts across all our platforms.

The App Store Accountability Act is parent-empowering, popular, and effective. It is a
good proposal on its merits. But | also want to explain why it is significantly better than
the alternative before this committee.

| understand that the committee is also considering Senate Bill 175. This bill is virtually
identical to legislation enacted in the state of California in 2025. We believe that SB 175
is not the right bill for Ohio for a few reasons.

First, it does not empower parents to nearly the same extent as the App Store
Accountability Act. SB 175 does not require parental approval for teens to download
apps. Therefore, it is missing the number one thing that parents consistently say they
want! A framework that makes parental consent optional rather than mandatory simply
cannot deliver the level of protection Ohio families expect.

Second, SB 175 shifts the burden of age verification from app stores to individual apps.
There are millions of apps, with new ones added every day. Many lack the infrastructure
to securely collect and store users' private information. It has been estimated that teens
use an average of 40 apps per week. If each of those apps were independently
responsible for collecting age and consent information, parents would be sharing




sensitive personal data about themselves and their children with every single one —
dramatically increasing their exposure.

The privacy risks are not hypothetical. A popular communications app recently
implemented its own age verification program and later disclosed that more than 70,000
government IDs had been compromised. Given the global nature of the mobile internet,
some of this same sensitive data would inevitably be collected and stored by apps
operated outside the United States, further compounding the risk.

That’s not good for privacy and it isn't good for parents.

We’'re here today because we all care about protecting teens and want to make sure
they’re safe online. We want to ensure parents have the final say in determining which
apps a teen can access. We want teens’ data kept safe and secure. And we want them
to have fun, engaging, and age-appropriate experiences online. | know that's what |
want for my kids.

There is only one proposal that accomplishes those goals. It is SB 167, the App Store
Accountability Act. We respectfully ask that the Committee pass it without delay and

help empower parents and keep teens safe online across the great state of Ohio.

Thank you. | would be happy to answer any questions.




