
 

April 14, 2026 

 

The Honorable Steve Wilson 
Chair, Committee on Financial Institutions, Insurance, & Technology 
Ohio Senate 
1 Capitol Square 
Columbus, OH 43215 
 
RE: SB 167 
 
Dear Chair Wilson and Members of the Committee:  
 
On behalf of the Association for Competitive Technology (ACT), I am writing to share 
concerns regarding SB 167.  
 
ACT represents small business innovators and startups in the software development and 
high-tech space located in Ohio and across the United States. As the world embraces 
mobile technologies, our members create the innovative products and services that drive 
the global digital economy by improving workplace productivity, accelerating academic 
achievement, and helping consumers lead healthier lives. Today, the domestic app 
economy is worth more than $1.8 trillion and provides over 6.1 million American jobs.1  
 
ACT and our members share your commitment to protecting children online and 
empowering parents with meaningful tools to manage their children’s digital experiences. 
We take this responsibility seriously and support policies that genuinely improve online 
safety without unintentionally undermining privacy, innovation, or legal clarity.  
 
However, SB 167, as currently drafted, raises serious concerns, particularly for small app 
developers. Although the bill targets apps “likely to be accessed by children,” in practice, 
this standard is so broad that it effectively sweeps in any general-audience app and 
extends the bill’s obligations to the entire app ecosystem. Mandating the collection and 
transmission of age information to all developers requires that they divert limited 
resources towards building or expanding technical infrastructure to receive the 
information and respond accordingly. Further, the receipt of such information may trigger 
additional legal obligations under frameworks such as the Children’s Online Privacy 
Protection Act (COPPA), even if the app is not designed for or marketed to children. The 
resultant cumulative compliance burdens could prove prohibitively costly for small 
developers, fail to meaningfully advance online safety, and ultimately stifle innovation and 
the digital ecosystem.  
 

 
1 “State of the App Economy.” ACT | The App Association, ACT | The App Association, actonline.org/wp-content/uploads/APP-Economy-
Report-FINAL-1.pdf. Accessed 13 Apr. 2026. 



Further, age verification increases privacy and security risks for consumers. Sharing age 
information necessarily creates an entirely new data collection infrastructure that 
introduces privacy and security risks by design. Moreover, the collection and storage of 
such information leaves it vulnerable to exposure. In March 2026, researchers at 
Cybernews, a cybersecurity outlet, found that IDMerit, a global identity verification 
provider, left over 203 million sensitive records from U.S. consumers exposed.2 This 
incident underscores that requiring platforms to collect and store age-related data at scale 
creates high-value targets for bad actors and places consumers at risk.  
 
We share your goal of protecting children online. We believe that goal is best achieved 
through effective use of existing parental controls, parental education, transparency, and 
alignment with existing federal frameworks, rather than sweeping mandates that place 
disproportionate burdens on small businesses. For these reasons, we respectfully urge 
you to oppose SB 167 and instead pursue a balanced approach that advances online 
safety without compromising privacy or innovation.  
 
ACT stands ready to work with Ohio lawmakers on solutions that are effective, privacy-
protective, and workable for the innovators serving Ohio families. 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration.  
 
Morgan Stevens  
Policy Associate 
ACT | The App Association 
 

 
2 Kurt Knutsson, CyberGuy Report, and Fox News. “1 Billion Identity Records Exposed in ID Verification Data Leak.” Fox News, FOX News 
Network, www.foxnews.com/tech/1-billion-identity-records-exposed-id-verification-data-leak. Accessed 13 Apr. 2026. 


