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Testimony from Chris Grimm, on behalf of the Developers Alliance
Supporting SB 175, as Amended

Chair Steve Wilson and Members of the Senate Financial Institutions, Insurance, and
Technology Committee,

Thank you for the opportunity to testify today on behalf of the Developers Alliance, an advocacy
organization representing app publishers and developers.

The Developers Alliance believes that protecting children is the responsibility of every
developer, device manufacturer, operating system, and platform, and that parents should be
empowered and supported with the tools they need to make decisions about their children's
online experiences. Protecting children requires coordination and shared responsibility across
the app ecosystem.

We understand this is an incredibly important and complex issue. We supported SB 175 as
introduced because we believed it struck the right balance between protecting kids, applying to
apps across ecosystems (mobile, console, and VR), respecting the First Amendment, as
supported by a memorandum commissioned by the Developers Alliance from the Taft law firm,
and avoiding burdensome regulations on the vast majority of apps considered safe for all ages.
We surveyed Ohio app developers, and 77% report that they have no need to know their users’
ages, and 95% believe that apps geared toward adults or that provide age-based experiences
should primarily be responsible for ensuring their users have appropriate experiences.

As introduced, SB 175 required app stores to determine a user’s age and transmit that age
signal to apps geared toward adults or that offer age-based experiences, and held apps
accountable for ensuring their users had appropriate experiences.

However, we understand that this approach still raises constitutional questions. As amended,
SB 175 removes these questions by requiring all apps (mobile, console, VR, and computer) to
receive age signals, not just those geared toward adults or that offer age-based experiences.
Operating systems would record a user’s age, and apps would request age signals from the
operating system when a user downloads, launches, or updates. The bill would give apps the
ability to determine a user's age independently of that signal, particularly if an app has
information that shows the user’s age conflicts with the received age signal.

Compared to other approaches, including SB 167, which would impose serious burdens on
developers and has been challenged in court in other states, SB 175 seeks to strike the right
balance between upholding the First Amendment and giving apps the tools they need to ensure
kids have appropriate experiences online.

The Developers Alliance requests that the committee pass SB 175. Thank You.
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