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Senate Financial Institutions, Insurance and Technology Committee
April 14, 2026
Written Testimony on Senate Bill 167

Chair Wilson, Vice Chair Lang, Ranking Member Craig, and members of the committee, thank you for
allowing me to submit written testimony on SB 167. | am Mike Taylor, chairperson of the Ohio FOP’s
Legislative Committee. The FOP represents 23,000 active and retired law enforcement officers from
across the State. Senate Bill 167 addresses a problem our members encounter daily: the consequences
of children accessing online spaces without adequate parental oversight.

Our officers respond to situations involving minors and online harm with troubling regularity. Predators
use social media platforms and apps to identify and contact young people. Exploitative content finds its
way onto children's devices. Young people become involved in dangerous situations that begin with an
app download that their parents knew nothing about. We are not speaking in hypotheticals. These are
cases our members work on. We see how a simple parental check at the point of download can make a
huge difference in a child's safety.

Senate Bill 167 addresses that gap directly. By requiring app stores to obtain parental consent before a
child can download an app, it creates an intervention point before harm can occur. Law enforcement
will always respond when called. But prevention is faster than response, and a parent who knows what
their child is downloading is a powerful first line of defense. SB 167 equips parents to be that first line.

Many of our officers have children themselves, so we know firsthand how difficult it is to keep up with
children's online behavior — not because parents aren't paying attention, but because the tools haven't
been there. SB 167 changes that. It ensures parents are equipped with the right tools to parent, rather
than being left to navigate an opaque system after the fact. And by centralizing age verification at the
app store rather than scattering it across dozens of platforms, it keeps sensitive family data in one
secure place — reducing the risk of breaches and protecting the privacy of Ohio's children.

The Ohio Fraternal Order of Police urges this committee to advance Senate Bill 167. We are grateful to
Senator Reynolds and Representative Miller for bringing this legislation forward — this is the approach
Ohio parents have been asking for, and the FOP has been proud to advocate alongside them for some
time now. Protecting Ohio's children is a responsibility our members take seriously every time they put
on a badge. This bill helps the rest of Ohio do the same.

Thank you.



