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Interested Party Written Testimony on Senate Bill 167 
Ohio Senate Financial Institutions, Insurance, and Technology Committee 
 
To: Chair Steve Wilson, Vice Chair George F. Lang, Ranking Member Hearcel F. Craig, and members of 
the committee: 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to submit written testimony regarding Senate Bill 167. 
 
Across Ohio, families are increasingly concerned about the digital environments their children encounter 
every day. Parents want their children to be able to learn, communicate, and explore online safely, and 
they expect policymakers and technology companies alike to take that responsibility seriously. For that 
reason, Ohio lawmakers' efforts to address online safety deserve thoughtful consideration. 
 
At the same time, policies designed to protect children online must be carefully crafted if they are to 
succeed.  Court decisions, including one in Texas, have made clear that sweeping regulations governing 
online platforms are subject to significant constitutional scrutiny. Several state laws attempting to regulate 
digital platforms have already been blocked or challenged in federal courts. These rulings demonstrate 
that while protecting children online is broadly supported, legislation must be carefully designed to 
withstand legal challenges. Otherwise, laws intended to protect families may ultimately fail before they 
can deliver meaningful results. 
 
It is also important that responsibility for maintaining safe online environments remains with the 
companies that design and operate digital platforms. Technology companies control how their platforms 
function, including how content is recommended, how engagement tools operate, and how safety policies 
are implemented. Any effective approach to improving online safety should ensure that these companies 
remain accountable for the digital environments they create. 
 
Protecting children online is an important and widely shared goal. Ohio lawmakers have an opportunity to 
pursue solutions that are thoughtful, durable, and effective – policies that both protect families and stand 
up to legal scrutiny. 
 
For these reasons, I respectfully encourage the committee not to move this policy proposal forward, 
carefully consider the potential unintended consequences of Senate Bill 167, and continue working with 
stakeholders to ensure any legislation adopted ultimately delivers the protections families expect. 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Rev. John C. Jones, EMBA, CDM 
President and CEO 
Toledo, Ohio 
 
 


