Testimony in Support of SB 160: Prescription Drug Medication Switching

Chair Wilson, Vice Chair Lang, Ranking Member Craig, and members of the Committee, thank
you for the opportunity to submit testimony today. My name is Mary Alleger and | am a voting
citizen of Ohio. | urge you to support SB 160.

This legislation is a critical step toward ensuring that medical decisions remain in the hands of
doctors and patients, rather than being dictated by the profit motives of insurance corporations.

1. Ending the Corporate "Bait and Switch"

When an Ohioan selects a health insurance plan, they do so based on the coverage promised
at the time of enrollment. However, current practices allow insurers to engage in a mid-year "bait
and switch," where they can arbitrarily increase cost-sharing, move a drug to a more restrictive
tier, or remove coverage for a necessary medication entirely. SB 160 correctly prohibits these
adverse changes during the plan year, providing the financial and medical stability that families
need to manage their health.

2. Physicians, Not Adjusters, Should Direct Care

As the Editor-in-Chief of MedicateOH, | see firsthand how precise chemical profiles and
consistent medication regimens are vital to patient efficacy. Health insurance issuers are not
physicians; yet, they currently wield the power to overrule a doctor’s prescription for the sake of
a "power trip" or a bottom-line adjustment. This bill ensures that if a doctor prescribes a
treatment, the insurance company must honor that coverage for the duration of the plan year
without suddenly imposing new barriers like prior authorization or step therapy.

3. Economic Justice and Healthcare Stability

Healthcare is a fundamental right, and allowing insurance companies to spike a patient's
out-of-pocket costs mid-year is a form of budgetary violence against working-class Ohioans. For
many in our state, a sudden jump in a copayment is not just an inconvenience—it is a crisis that
leads to skipped doses and worsening health outcomes. SB 160 protects the "stability period" of
a 12-month plan, ensuring that the price and accessibility of life-saving medicine remain
predictable.

4. Addressing the Inflation Loophole

While | strongly support the intent of this bill, | must urge the committee to look closely at the
exception found in Section 3923.851(B)(3), which allows insurers to switch or remove a drug if
its acquisition cost increases faster than the consumer price index. This loophole needs to be
closed. Patients should not be penalized because of pricing disputes between pharmaceutical
companies and insurers. To truly protect Ohioans, the "stability period" must be absolute
regardless of wholesale acquisition costs.

Conclusion
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SB 160 is about accountability and the protection of the doctor-patient relationship. It prevents
corporate interests from pulling the rug out from under vulnerable Ohioans in the middle of their
treatment. | ask this committee to close the remaining loopholes and pass this essential
protection for Ohio's patients.

Please vote YES on SB 160.

Thank you for your time and consideration.
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