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Chair Wilson, Vice Chair Lang, and members of the Committee, thank 

you for the opportunity to provide sponsor testimony on Senate Bill 227, 

legislation to cap cost sharing for prescription insulin drugs at thirty-five 

dollars per thirty-day supply for many Ohioans with private health 

insurance coverage. 

Diabetes affects 1.2 million Ohioans. For individuals living with 

diabetes, insulin is not optional. It is lifesaving medication that many 

Ohioans depend on every single day to survive and maintain their health. 

Yet despite its necessity, the cost of insulin continues to place a serious 

financial burden on too many working families across our state. 

No Ohioan should ever have to choose between paying for insulin and 

paying for groceries, rent, or utilities. Unfortunately, we know that many 

people continue to ration insulin, delay refills, or skip doses altogether 

because of cost. These decisions can lead to devastating health 

consequences, including hospitalization, long-term complications, and 

even death. 

Senate Bill 227 seeks to provide meaningful relief by limiting cost 

sharing for covered prescription insulin drugs to no more than thirty-five 



dollars per thirty-day supply, regardless of the amount or type of insulin 

needed to fill a prescription.  

Importantly, this legislation complements existing federal protections 

rather than duplicating them. Federal law currently caps insulin costs for 

Medicare beneficiaries, including seniors and disabled Americans 

enrolled in Medicare Part D and certain Medicare Advantage plans. 

However, those protections do not extend comprehensively to 

individuals with private insurance coverage. This bill helps fill that gap 

for many Ohioans covered through state-regulated employer plans and 

individual market plans. 

This bill is about affordability, access, and dignity. It is about ensuring 

that Ohioans living with diabetes can focus on managing their health 

rather than worrying about whether they can afford the medication that 

keeps them alive. 

Chair Wilson and members of the Committee, thank you for your 

consideration of this legislation, and I respectfully ask for your support. 

 


