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Chair Wilson, Vice Chair Lang, Ranking Member Craig, and members of the Senate
Financial Institutions, Insurance, and Technology Committee,

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony. My name is Tracy Reiss, and | am a
resident and registered voter of Akron, Summit County. | am writing in strong support of
Senate Bill 207.

SB 207 rests on a simple, fair principle: a dollar paid toward your medicine is a
dollar paid, no matter who pays it. The bill bans copay accumulator programs and
ensures that every payment toward a prescription — whether it comes from the patient
or from someone helping them, such as a drug manufacturer coupon or a charitable
copay assistance program — counts toward the patient’s deductible and out-of-pocket
maximum. As Senator Liston put it, “Money is money, no matter who's paying.”

Copay accumulators quietly harm patients who are doing everything right. Under
these programs, an insurer accepts the assistance a patient receives but refuses to
credit it toward what the patient owes. Patients believe they are steadily meeting their
deductible — until, often midway through the year, the assistance runs out and they are
suddenly billed the full amount at once. For someone managing a chronic, rare, or
serious condition, that can mean hundreds or thousands of dollars overnight, forcing an
impossible choice between paying the bill and rationing or abandoning medication they
need to stay healthy.

This falls hardest on Ohioans with the most serious health needs. The patients
who rely most on copay assistance are those who depend on expensive specialty drugs
to manage conditions like cancer, autoimmune disease, HIV, and rare disorders. When
they cannot afford their medication, they skip doses and grow sicker, leading to
emergency room visits and hospital stays — worse outcomes for patients and higher
costs for the entire health care system. SB 207 keeps financial assistance doing exactly
what it is meant to do: helping patients afford the care that keeps them well.

The bill also delivers fairness and predictability. Beyond banning accumulators, SB
207 stops insurers from designing drug benefits around whether a patient is receiving
assistance, and it caps patients’ out-of-pocket costs at federal limits. That gives Ohio
families the ability to understand and budget for their prescription costs, rather than
being blindsided.



This is common-sense, bipartisan reform. SB 207 was introduced by Senators Beth
Liston and Susan Manchester — a Democrat and a Republican — reflecting broad
agreement that this is simply about fairness for patients, and a growing number of
states have already ended this practice. | respectfully urge this committee, and Chair
Wilson, to give SB 207 a vote and pass it favorably.

Thank you for your time and for your service to our state.

Respectfully,

Tracy Reiss
Akron, Summit County, Ohio



