
Chairman Wilson, Vice Chair Lang, Ranking Member Craig, and members of the Senate Financial Institutions, 

Insurance, and Technology Committee, please accept my written testimony in support of Senate Bill 207.   

My name is Todd Lane I am thankful I am 62 years old.  I live in the same town I grew up in, Springboro, Ohio, 

which is also where I met my wife in the 11th grade.  We have been blessed with two wonderful sons, two 

beautiful daughters-in-laws and 3 grandchildren. I worked at a job I truly loved for 27 years and am grateful that 

you are taking the time to listen to my story in hopes of helping others going through similar situations with 

specialty medications.  

My story began when our youngest son got married in 2020.  I noticed a small nodule in my neck when I put on my 

dress shirt.  My wife and I were not overly concerned as I have always been healthy.  I had an appointment with 

my family doctor and when he ordered blood work and a CT scan, I still was not too concerned.  The CT scan 

showed I had something in my thyroid and in my lungs.  The doctor told my wife I probably had cancer all through 

my body.   

This is when things got complicated.  I was diagnosed on 7/8/2020 with papillary thyroid cancer through a biopsy 

of my thyroid.  This is typically the easiest type of thyroid cancer to treat and has a pretty good cure 

rate.  However, the protocol is to order a PET scan before proceeding and this revealed I had a mass in my T11 

vertebrae.  I was sent to OSU to see an ENT surgeon, and he ordered a biopsy of the mass in my vertebrae.  The 

biopsy revealed that this was papillary thyroid cancer and it had a mutation which makes it more aggressive and 

harder to treat.  After the vertebrae biopsy, I passed out due to pain and instead of removing my thyroid first they 

decided to do the surgery to remove my T11 vertebra to stabilize my back. This was followed by stereotactic 

radiation treatments and in November of 2020 my thyroid was removed. There were complications after this 

surgery, thankfully, I recovered and returned home to have Radioactive Iodine treatments which typically works 

for Papillary thyroid cancer, and they wanted to try this in the event it may work. Unfortunately, it did not work 

and when my wife noticed my voice changed, I returned to OSU and had to have a laryngectomy as the cancer 

returned. After this surgery, I received 30 radiation treatments. 

Throughout this journey we have improved our eating and cut out most of our sugar.  My wife juices for me and 

we felt things were going well.  However, I developed a pleural effusion in 2025 that had to be drained.  After this 

procedure, the oncologist recommended a medication, lenvima, which is very expensive but effective for my type 

of cancer.  Thankfully, I qualified for patient assistance and received the medication.  I developed an ulcer on the 

stoma from my laryngectomy a few months after taking lenvima, so the physician switched me to Tafinlar and 

Mekinist.  These two medications are also very expensive.   

The manufacturer provided us with a copay card with 15,000 dollars per medication on each card for one 

year.  However, when I refilled these prescriptions for the first time in January 2026, I was hit with a 6,000-dollar 

copay.  The copay card covered this but with this type of out-of-pocket costs, these copay cards were exhausted in 

2.5 months.  I also learned that the amount applied to my copay from the copay cards did not go toward my 

deductible or out-of-pocket maximum for the year. This means the insurance/pharmacy got the two 15,000-dollar 

copay cards to pay for my medication and then I am required to pay another 6,000 dollars out-of-pocket due to the 

co-pay accumulator loophole that exists in current Ohio law.  Unfortunately, at the time I learned of this many 

charitable organizations had already exhausted their funds for my type of cancer. If the co-pay accumulator 

loophole did not exist, I would have met my out-of-pocket maximum for the year when I used the copay cards, and 

would not have had to pay an additional 6,000 dollars.  

Please pass Senate Bill 207 to help Ohioans like me.  

Sincerely,  

Todd Lane 

Springboro, OH 


