Testimony in Support of Senate Bill 207
Senate Financial Institutions, Insurance and Technology Committee

Chairman Wilson, Vice Chair Lang, Ranking Member Craig, and members of the Senate
Financial Institutions, Insurance and Technology Committee,

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in support of Senate Bill 207 — Prohibit
certain health insurance cost-sharing practices.

My name is Caraline Feairheller, and I live in Columbus, Ohio. I am here today as the younger
sibling of someone living with rheumatoid arthritis, and as someone who believes deeply that
every Ohioan deserves fair and equal access to the medications and treatments they need to live.

My sibling, Amanda, has rheumatoid arthritis. I have watched this disease change her life in
ways that are difficult to fully put into words. Amanda used to be the kind of person who built
her life around movement, adventure, service, and community. She once bicycled across the
country. She was active, independent, and always pushing herself to make a difference.

Then rheumatoid arthritis changed everything.

I have watched her struggle with pain, swelling, fatigue, and the loss of basic function. I have
watched her try medication after medication, go through appointments, testing, procedures,
injections, and treatment changes. As her sibling, it is heartbreaking to watch someone you love
suffer from a disease they did not choose. But what makes it even harder is knowing that the
financial side of treatment created even more suffering.

Amanda’s treatments are not optional. They are not luxuries. They are what give her the best
chance at functioning, working, participating in her community, and having some quality of life.
Yet even with insurance, the costs of chronic illness can be overwhelming. She, like many others
with chronic illness, are left trying to figure out what will be covered, what will be denied, what
assistance will apply, and whether the help they receive will actually count toward their
deductible or out-of-pocket maximum.

When insurance policies prevent copay assistance from counting toward a person’s deductible or
out-of-pocket maximum, they create a barrier to care. They make it harder for people to stay on
treatment. They punish patients for needing help affording medications that are already
expensive. And they place the heaviest burden on people who are already managing serious
health conditions.

SB 207 is about fairness. It is about making sure Ohioans can actually benefit from the assistance
available to them. And as someone who cares deeply about public health and equity, I believe SB
207 is an important step toward removing unnecessary barriers to treatment.I respectfully ask
you to support Senate Bill 207 and help ensure that Ohioans can access and afford the
medications they need.



Thank you for your time and consideration.

Caraline Feairheller
Columbus, Ohio
Sibling of a patient living with rheumatoid arthritis



