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Chairman Wilson, Vice-Chair Lang, Ranking Member Craig, and distinguished members 
of the Committee: 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify today. My name is Eric Jenkusky, and I am the 
Founder, CEO, and owner of T.J. Clark International, LLC, a small defense equipment 
manufacturing company based in Delaware, Ohio (Delaware County). Over the past 11 
years, we have grown from a startup founded at my kitchen table to approximately $10 
million in annual revenue with 20 employees, serving primarily the U.S. Department of 
Defense. We manufacture mission-critical tactical fuel and water pump distribution 
systems for contested logistics, and have a current backlog of roughly $15 million. Our 
work here in Ohio directly supports national security through reliable, American-made 
solutions for critical defense applications. As I often explain to folks we do not 
manufacture any of the cool stuff however without our products the cool stuff does not 
roll, fly, sail or go boom. 
 
I am here today on behalf of T.J. Clark International and the Ohio Manufacturers’ 
Association. The OMA represents more than 1,300 manufacturing companies across 
the state that employ over 650,000 Ohioans. Fifty percent of OMA’s membership has 
less than 50 employees and forms the backbone of Ohio’s manufacturing economy. I 
strongly support House Bill 332, which creates the Small Defense Business Linked 
Deposit Program. This targeted expansion of Ohio’s existing linked deposit program will 
provide eligible small defense manufacturers—those with less than $50 million in gross 
receipts that hold or have held defense contracts or subcontracts—with access to low-
interest loans. By leveraging state treasury deposits to incentivize banks to offer 
reduced borrowing rates, HB 332 addresses a critical gap in capital access for 
companies like ours that operate in a highly regulated, capital-intensive industry with 
long production cycles and government payment terms. 
 
For small defense firms, traditional financing can be challenging due to the specialized 
nature of our work, compliance burdens (FAR/DFARS, DCMA, MIL-SPECS, etc.), and 
the need for ongoing investments in equipment, facilities, inventory, and workforce 
training to meet evolving DoD requirements. Lower-cost capital through this program 
would enable us to: 
   • Expand production capacity to fulfill growing backlogs and seize new opportunities in 
areas like fuel/water systems and related components. 
   • Invest in advanced manufacturing technologies, quality systems, and supply chain 
resilience—strengthening Ohio’s role in the domestic defense industrial base. 
   • Hire and train additional skilled workers, supporting good-paying jobs in 
manufacturing communities across the state. 
   • Better manage cash flow amid fixed-price contracts, aluminum/steel price volatility, 
and long lead times for materials and certifications. 
 
In short, this program will enhance competitiveness, innovation, and reliability for small 
defense manufacturers, helping Ohio retain and grow its critical share of the national 
defense supply chain at a time when supply chain security is a top national priority. The 
fiscal impact on the state is expected to be minimal while generating significant 



economic returns through job creation, tax revenue, and strengthened national security 
contributions. 
 
I am particularly encouraged that this initiative builds on successful linked deposit 
models and has already received strong bipartisan support in the House. It recognizes 
the vital contributions of small businesses like T.J. Clark International, as well as others 
across Ohio. For example, in Chairman Wilson’s District 7 (Warren County and 
surrounding areas), companies such as Beehive Industries in the Loveland area provide 
advanced propulsion systems and additive manufacturing for defense applications. In 
Ranking Member Craig’s District 15 (central Ohio/Columbus area), firms like Banner 
Metals Group in Columbus deliver precision ITAR-compliant metal stamping and 
fabrication essential to defense projects. Programs like HB 332 will help these and 
similar businesses scale, innovate, and deliver for our warfighters. 
 
Chairman Wilson, Vice-Chair Lang, Ranking Member Craig, and members of the 
Committee, I urge you to advance HB 332. It is a smart, targeted investment in Ohio’s 
small defense manufacturers that will pay dividends in economic growth, workforce 
development, and national security. I am happy to answer any questions or provide 
additional details on how this program would directly benefit T.J. Clark International and 
peer companies. 
 
Thank you. 
 
 


