Chair Wilson, Vice Chair Lang, Ranking Member Craig and members
of the Senate Financial Institutions, Insurance, and Technology
Committee thank you for allowing me to present sponsor testimony
for SB 338 which would establish the Office of Digital Safety for
Children in the Attorney General’s Office.

Young people are online more than ever before. With a growing
number of kids spending an increasing amount of time on the
internet, safety concerns become apparent. By establishing the
Office of Digital Safety for Children we can prepare for the many
threats that children are faced with while online.

First there is the issue of data collection. One of the tasks of this
new office would be to monitor how websites, apps and online
entities collect data on children and how they use that data. We
want to make sure we understand what ads and information
companies are targeting towards children whether that includes
online gambling, scam products or services, and other llicit
activities or content.

We also want to be aware of threats to safety and privacy that come
with data collection. Are applications and websites using sensitive
data in concerning ways? Do we need to limit what data companies
are collecting and selling? Should we place limits on facial
recognition, biometrics, and location data for children? These are all
questions | believe this new office could help us answer.

Lastly, we need to increase our awareness of cyberbullying and
online harassment. We have seen many tragedies in recent years
involving cyberbullying, cyberstalking, sextortion and other forms of
harassment online. As legislators | believe we should do whatever is



in our power to prevent these tragedies from taking place. By
creating this office, we can get a better grasp on how these incidents
are taking place and how to prevent children from being taken
advantage of online.

| will also mention that | have had ongoing conversations with both
the Attorney General’s office and the Department of Children and
Youth about where to house this office and how to effectively
accomplish the goals of this legislation, but it is still a work in
progress.

Chair Wilson, Vice Chair Lang, Ranking Member Craig and members
of the Senate Financial Institutions, Insurance, and Technology
Committee thank you for allowing me to present sponsor testimony
for SB 338 and I’d be happy to answer any questions.



