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Chairwoman Roegner, Vice Chair Gavarone, Ranking Member Blackshear, and members of 

the General Government Committee: 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to offer written testimony in support of Senate Bill 279, 

legislation that reinforces a simple but critical principle: a law enforcement officer’s duty to 

protect doesn’t end when the shift does. 

 

I am Ed Kinney, Chief of Police for the City of Medina. I have served in law enforcement for 

over 28 years, working alongside men and women who dedicate their lives to public safety 

both on and off the clock. I appear before you not only as a police chief, but as someone who 

understands firsthand the realities our officers face every day and every night, even when 

they’re not wearing a uniform. 

 

Senate Bill 279 ensures that businesses, government agencies, and political subdivisions 

cannot prohibit or discourage law enforcement officers from carrying a firearm while off 

duty. This bill is not about expanding authority or granting new privileges. It’s about 

protecting the same rights and responsibilities officers have always carried: to respond to 

threats, protect themselves, and safeguard the public when danger arises unexpectedly. 

 

Every officer in this state has a story about being approached, recognized, or called upon to 

help when off duty, whether in restaurants, grocery stores, or at community events. We 

teach our officers always to be ready because the public expects it of them. Yet, in recent 

years, officers have been told by some businesses and agencies that they cannot carry their 

firearm while off duty, even when properly credentialed. That policy puts the officer, their 

family, and the public at unnecessary risk. When an off-duty officer is forced to disarm, we 

lose a trained and capable protector at the exact moment they might be needed most. 

 

SB 279 strikes the right balance. It does not allow intoxicated officers to carry, and it does 

not override agency-issued safety standards. It simply ensures that off-duty officers, who 

remain accountable to their departments and the law, cannot be arbitrarily stripped of the 

ability to defend themselves or others. Importantly, the bill provides civil immunity for 

businesses, shielding them from liability when allowing officers to carry. That means a 

restaurant, hotel, or store owner can focus on serving the public, not fearing a lawsuit, when 

an officer happens to be dining there while armed. This is sound public policy that 

reinforces trust between law enforcement and the communities we serve. 



 

Allowing off-duty officers to carry is not a gun issue; it’s a readiness issue. When seconds 

count, an off-duty officer can make the difference between tragedy and survival. Ohio 

communities deserve that level of preparedness. The men and women who wear the badge 

deserve the confidence that they are not breaking policy or the law, or risking discipline, 

simply for being ready to act when duty calls. 

 

Senate Bill 279 promotes officer safety, public safety, and common sense. It respects the 

professionalism of Ohio’s law enforcement officers and removes unnecessary restrictions 

that do nothing to make anyone safer. 

 

For those reasons, I respectfully urge your support of this legislation. Thank you for your 

time and consideration. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Edward R. Kinney 

Chief of Police, City of Medina, Ohio 


