
 

 

 

 

 

Ohio Association of Chiefs of Police 

Senate Bill 279 – Interested Party Testimony 

Senate General Government Committee 

 

Chair Roegner, Vice Chair Gavarone, Ranking Member Blackshear, and Members of the Senate 

General Government Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide interested party 

testimony today on Senate Bill 279. 

My name is Heinz von Eckartsberg. I am the retired Chief of Police for the City of Dublin and 

formerly served as Assistant Superintendent of the Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation. I am 

here on behalf of the Ohio Association of Chiefs of Police. 

The Association appreciates Senator Johnson’s leadership in sponsoring this bill, which aims to 

prevent businesses, state agencies, or political subdivisions from discouraging or prohibiting law 

enforcement officers from carrying a firearm while off duty on their premises. 

We fully support the principle that qualified law enforcement officers should not be restricted 

from carrying an approved firearm in public spaces while off duty. Ohioans benefit when trained 

and accountable officers are able to respond quickly to emergencies, whether they are on or off 

duty. 

We respectfully ask the committee to consider one addition to the bill: the inclusion of qualified 

retired law enforcement officers in good standing. These retired officers are required to meet 

annual firearms qualification standards identical to those of active officers and are covered by the 

federal Law Enforcement Officers Safety Act (HR 218), which authorizes both active and 

qualified retired officers to carry concealed firearms nationwide, provided they meet those 

standards. Including qualified retired officers would strengthen the bill and enhance public safety 

by recognizing their training, experience, and continued commitment to readiness. 

The Ohio Association of Chiefs of Police, like the members of this committee, remains dedicated 

to protecting the citizens of Ohio. We believe this bill—particularly with the inclusion of 

qualified retired officers—will further that mission. 

Thank you again for the opportunity to testify on behalf of the Ohio Association of Chiefs of 

Police.  

 


