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To: Members of the Ohio Senate General Government Committee
From: Americans for Tax Reform
Re: Testimony in Support of Senate Bill 268

Chair Roegner, Vice Chair Gavarone, Ranking Member Blackshear, Jr., and Members of the Committee,

On behalf of Americans for Tax Reform (ATR) and our supporters across Ohio, I offer testimony in
support of Senate Bill 268 (SB 268).

An unaccountable bureaucracy is a major driver of big, burdensome government that hampers private sector
innovation and growth.

We have seen great progress at the federal level with the Supreme Court’s decision overturning Chevron
deference to restore legislative accountability to the bureaucracy.

At the state level, measures to make regulators more accountable to the legislature have advanced in
numerous states. These REINS (Regulations in need of scrutiny) bills have been enacted in 10 states.
SB 268 is a smart accountability measure that will increase transparency for regulators in Ohio.

The bill requires that agency officials make public their substantive participation with “Regulatory-focused
nongovernmental organizations.” These are national entities that gather regulators from around the country
and share rulemaking model policies and recommendations. Regulators would have to file reports on a variety
of activities with the ethics commission.

This would finally allow the public, and lawmakers, to see when regulations from these national
associations are directly taken and implemented in Ohio.

It would not bar this practice, nor prevent easy uniformity between states on rules and regulations. The
measure only adds transparency so significant rules do not fly under the radar without appropriate public
examination.

ATR s especially supportive of this measure because it will help avoid the rulemaking process being
used as a backdoor method of imposing policy in Ohio outside of legislation.

The bill requires at least 60 days of public notice, holding a public hearing, and convening an advisory
committee that includes industry representatives, consumer advocates, subject matter academics, and affected
small business owners. This will add needed real-world perspective on regulations.

We favor strict definitions to ensure the legislation does not have unintended impacts, as the purpose
is to provide transparency for government regulators when they are involved in decision-making with major

public policy implications, not undue disclosure for private, nongovernmental organizations.

For these reasons ATR suppors SB 268.

Thank you.

Grover Norquist
President
Americans for Tax Reform



