
To whom it may concern my name is Denver Cooper I am 51 years old, after living 29 years of 
my life addicted to opiate painkillers, I finally hadn’t had enough the legal consequences, the 
physical consequences not to mention the mental torture, I joined a 12 step program and started 
helping others to this day. I have not returned to active use after being sober for a short while I 
started noticing pains in my legs in my back for I am also a frostbite survivor after going to 
several doctors trying different medications. Nothing seemed to help the crush vertebrae in my 
back took me 5 1/2 years to find the supplement kratom let me tell you that was like a miracle to 
my life. I became independent and started doing things on my own such as mow my yard cut 
my weeds. Anything I need done around the house split my own wood things that I would have 
to otherwise pay someone to do for me. I’ve been taking the supplement for nearly 2 years and 
have not returned to active use. I do not abuse the supplement, and now they are trying to ban 
the substance. I am writing this testimony in hopes that someone will care enough to regulate 
and not schedule this supplement as if it were the same as heroin. Trust me it is not the same I 
could not function in life, taking heroin I guess I forgot to mention after being hooked on 
painkillers for years and having nowhere else to turn when I lost my doctor, I turned to heroin 
that is when my life went spinning out of control people in the 12th step had warned me not to 
try this supplement saying that it is the same as heroin? I decided to use my own autonomy and 
try it anyway, and it changed my life for the better and am. I glad I did not listen to the 
misinformation about this wonderful plant. Thank you for your time. Sincerely, Mr. Denver 
Cooper 


