My name is Matthew Stewart. My wife and | have owned and operated an herb and
tea shop in Bedford, Spirit Apotheosis, for the past 20 years. Fifteen years ago, we
began importing pure Kratom leaf directly from Indonesia, sourcing it from a GMP-
compliant farm and processing facility. From the beginning, our commitment has
been simple: provide a natural product, responsibly sourced, transparently sold, and
responsibly sold to our customers.

When used responsibly, pure Kratom leaf has been safe for the vast majority of
adults who choose to use it. [ know this not only as a retailer, but personally. For
over a decade, [ have used Kratom to manage neurological pain from multiple
sclerosis. It allowed me to avoid more dangerous, highly addictive pharmaceuticals.
For me—and for many other Ohioans—it has meant stability, clarity, and dignity.

Our store was one of the first in Northeast Ohio to offer pure, natural Kratom leaf.
During the height of the opioid epidemic between 2015 and 2020, many individuals
came to us seeking an alternative—people trying to step away from prescription
opioids, and others who had turned to dangerous street opioids when prescriptions
were no longer available. For many of them, Kratom was a bridge away from
something far more destructive.

What we are facing today is not the same plant we have responsibly sold for 15
years.

In recent years, gas stations and smoke shops have begun selling synthetic, lab-
created products—highly concentrated synthetic and semisynthetic extracts, pills,
and gummies marketed for convenience and intensity. These are not traditional
Kratom leaf products. They are engineered derivatives and synthetic formulations,
often sold without education, oversight, or responsible guidance.

If there are harms occurring, I urge you to recognize where they are coming from.
Lumping responsibly sourced, natural Kratom leaf together with synthetic and semi
synthetic products is not a measured solution—it is a dangerous one. It risks taking
away a natural alternative that many Ohioans rely on, while failing to address the
true source of the problem: unregulated, synthetic convenience-store products.

[ respectfully ask this board to distinguish between natural Kratom leaf and
synthetic derivatives. Regulate responsibly. Enforce quality standards. Protect
consumers.

But please do not ban the natural plant that has already helped so many in our
community.



Thank you for your time and consideration.



