Thank you for the opportunity to submit my testimony. | am writing today to make known my
position as a Proponent of this legislation and natural kratom itself.

| have been in law enforcement approximately thirty eight (38) years in a variety of positions
(corrections, uniformed patrol and investigations) and at a variety of levels (City, County, State
and Federal). My current position for the last two and half (2 1/2) years has been working as a
police officer at a local hospital. Throughout those years i have seen and / or dealt with many
individuals who have used or were under the influence of many substances but none of these
substances were natural kratom. One of the substances most encountered and adulterated
has been marijuana - which has now been allowed to be used recreationally. | must ask how it
is that a substance that has been known for years to cause many different health issues
including birth defects and now schizophrenia has been legalized but we are wanting to ban
natural kratom? It does not seem to make sense. As a side, please note that there are
numerous articles out now where the medical and scientific community has admitted that they
were wrong about even the medical use of marijuana.

While reading the report from the Board of Pharmacy (Board) in which they list stories from
those who have lost loved ones due to kratom, | found that many of the stories involve a
person who was struggling with addiction to other substances. In most cases this was opioids.
They then related that their loved one was introduced to synthetic kratom which then caused
them to overdose. Whether it was used in conjunction with opioids or in an attempt to replicate
the opioid effects was not clear. The point for this situation is that it was not the natural kratom
that was at issue but the adulterated, synthetic 7-OH which was used in these situations. To
that end | do fully agree with the proposed ban on synthetic kratom. | also saw that the Board
listed the State of Utah as an example of why they were wanting to ban all kratom. It should be
noted that Utah has rescinded their attempt to ban natural kratom.

In addition, | have a personal interest in asking that natural kratom not be banned. My wife has
used natural kratom for a number of years and has had no side effects or any other issue
involving impairment. She cannot tolerate opioid pain meds (learned that at knee replacement)
and in fact takes no prescribed drugs of any kind. She also does not take Tylenol or Advil type
OTC products for pain. As she is in her mid -60’s she has a variety of normal aches and pains
and so takes kratom when she needs to in order to help mitigate those. | do not believe she is
alone in this use of natural kratom. | myself am on blood thinners and cannot take Advil due to
drug interaction and Tylenol does not work for me so one day | may have to use natural
kratom. | do not see where the best interests of Ohioans like myself, my wife and countless
others who currently use or may use natural kratom responsibly in the future, is served by
making this a Schedule 1 substance and creating a whole new group of felons. Even the
Columbus Dispatch did not agree with this action.

In closing, | would like to reiterate that | believe it is improper and irresponsible to ban natural
kratom as it would only serve to penalize people who are trying to stay off of prescription
painkillers (which | thought the Board supported) and OTC drugs. When they find something
that has worked and causes no other issues (unlike marijuana) why should this be taken away.



