
Hi there! I am writing you regarding SB 299. Thousands of people in Ohio rely on kratom for their 
daily well-being. This bill supports safe, legal access of a life-saving medicine. I urge the 
committee to consider a Kratom Consumer Protection Act (KCPA) model. This approach 
focuses on age-gating (21+), strict labeling requirements, and mandatory laboratory testing for 
contaminants to ensure public safety without criminalization.  

 
Here is how Kratom has effected my life. 
My Father In Law worked for Northrop Grumman his entire adult life. He can never really talk 
about specifics of his work. But it wreaked havoc on his body. Maybe about 6 or 7 years ago he 
had to get a double hip replacement. Of course he was put on opiates afterwards. They didn't 
really help though. But it was his only option! He heard about Kratom and decided to give it a 
try. I watched my father-in-law bend down and touch his toes for the first time in years. It was 
incredibly emotional for everyone involved. He has been using Kratom ever since. Completely 
pain-free. It was truly life changing for him. He is neither a criminal or a drug addict. I also use 
Kratom. I was in a serious car accident that I still deal with injuries from. I didn't get it the worst. 
A friend of mine lost his arm. I refuse to become addicted to opiates but I need to manage my 
pain somehow. I am a father of 3. A homeowner. A business owner. I have zero criminal record. 
This regulation bill protects my right as a consumer, and ensures that myself and all other 
consumers are getting a safe product. Alcohol is regulated. Cigarettes are regulated. Vaping is 
regulated. Kratom deserves to be regulated as well. 

 
The problem is "7OH". A new synthetic drug that people are getting addicted to. These bad 
actor 7OH manufacturers entered the marketplace by telling consumers this was a Kratom 
product. It is not. 7OH does not occur naturally in Kratom. It is a dangerous substance that is 
causing much confusion. Here is a press conference the FDA and HHS recently gave regarding 
7oh. Not only did they talk about their plans for banning 7oh, but they brought a woman up to 
speak about how Kratom has changed her life for the better. Kratom and 7oh are not the same. 
The FDA knows this and has shown support for Kratom. There are many peer-reviewed studies 
to reference. Here is a link to the press conference. This is the current position of FDA and HHS. 

 
https://www.youtube.com/live/FWHfeIgzVD4?si=DzaI2oaaxqrvmJQq 

Please choose to regulate pure leaf Kratom through the KCPA.  

 

Thank you for your time! 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/live/FWHfeIgzVD4?si=DzaI2oaaxqrvmJQq

