Dear Chairman and Members of the Committee,

My name is Stephen K. Jacobs, and I am a resident of Cincinnati. I am writing to you today as
a strong proponent of SB 299, the Kratom Consumer Protection Act.

My support for this legislation is rooted in my personal journey with chronic illness and
recovery. Years ago, after undergoing multiple surgeries, I struggled with an addiction to opioid
pain medication. I sought help and have successfully abstained from all opioids for eight years.
However, two years into my sobriety, [ was diagnosed with Lupus.

Faced with the return of debilitating chronic pain but unable to safely use traditional opioid
prescriptions, I discovered kratom. For the last six years, I have used this plant with incredible
success to manage my Lupus symptoms. Unlike the opioids I previously struggled with, I have
never felt the need to escalate my kratom use. It provides me with the stamina and focus needed
to remain a productive, tax-paying member of society.

I am particularly concerned about the possibility of a total ban. The World Health
Organization’s Expert Committee on Drug Dependence recently reviewed the global data on
kratom and concluded there was insufficient evidence to recommend a global ban or
international scheduling.

If Ohio chooses prohibition over the common-sense regulation found in SB 299:
e I would lose the only tool that safely manages my Lupus symptoms, likely forcing me
onto disability.
o Responsible citizens like myself would be criminalized for choosing a natural alternative
that the WHO has declined to ban.
I urge you to support SB 299. We need a regulated market that ensures products are pure,
accurately labeled, and kept out of the hands of minors, rather than a ban that devastates the lives
of those who rely on it.
Thank you for your time and for considering my story.

Sincerely,

Stephen K. Jacobs - 365 Purcell Avenue Cincinnati, OH, 45205, 513-557-8488




