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Dear Ohio General Government Committee,

| am writing to respectfully ask for your support in passing the Kratom Consumer Protection Act, a
crucial piece of legislation that will help ensure the safety and well-being of kratom consumers across
our state.

As a kratom consumer, | would like to share my experience. | have used natural leaf kratom responsibly
for over 10 years and can personally attest to its safety when used in its natural form. Like many others,
| support reasonable regulations rather than a complete ban on natural leaf kratom.

It is important to distinguish between natural kratom and products containing 7-hydroxymitragynine
(7-OH). 7-OH is not the same as natural kratom leaf. It is a highly concentrated or synthetic form of a
compound that occurs only in extremely small amounts in the plant—Iless than a quarter of one percent
in natural leaf. Many consumers, including myself, support regulations that address these types of
products while protecting access to traditional kratom.

Kratom has also helped my family. My elderly father was able to manage his chronic pain with kratom
and stop using prescription opioids that were causing him serious side effects. Stories like his are not
uncommon. For many people, kratom has been a life-changing alternative.

If natural kratom is removed from the legal and regulated marketplace entirely, the likely outcome will
be an unregulated underground market, which would be far less safe for consumers. Responsible
regulation—such as the protections proposed through the Kratom Consumer Protection Act
(KCPA)—has already proven effective in several other states.

| respectfully urge you to listen to the voices and testimonies of the people who rely on kratom. We are
not asking for the absence of regulation. We are asking for thoughtful regulation that protects
consumers while preserving access to a product that has helped many of us and our families.

Thank you for your time and consideration, and | respectfully ask that you support the Kratom
Consumer Protection Act.

Sincerely,

Jacob Speaks



