
Chairman, Vice Chair, Ranking Member, and Members of the Committee: 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide my testimony. 

I am the Director of Operations for Miracle Kratom, an Ohio small business that my husband and I 
have operated for the past nine years. We were the first in Ohio to open a kratom-only brick-and-
mortar retail location with a focus on presenting kratom in a responsible and professional setting 
rather than in a traditional smoke shop environment. Our company sells only natural kratom leaf 
products. We do not sell enhanced extracts, concentrated alkaloids, or synthetic products. 
 
I respectfully submit this testimony in strong support of S.B. 299 because Ohio is long overdue for 
clear, consistent, and science-based regulations of natural kratom products. 
 
For years, kratom has existed in a legal regulatory vacuum in Ohio. Since approximately 2018, the 
Ohio Department of Agriculture has taken the position that kratom may be sold in Ohio but not 
labeled for human consumption. As a result, businesses are effectively discouraged from including 
warning labels or consumer guidance on products that are clearly being purchased and consumed 
by adults. 

This creates an untenable situation for responsible operators. We believe that clear labeling and 
consumer information are essential to public health and safety. However, under current 
interpretations, providing such information may expose a business to regulatory action, including 
embargo. This inconsistency undermines both consumer protection and regulatory credibility. 

S.B. 299 addresses this issue by establishing clear labeling requirements, age restrictions, and 
product safety standards. It introduces transparency and consistency into a marketplace that has 
long operated without clear statutory guidance. Notably, our neighboring state of Kentucky, where 
we also operate, implemented similar regulatory measures in July 2024. 

It is also important to address a key issue that has increasingly influenced public and legislative 
discussions surrounding kratom: concentrated 7-hydroxymitragynine, commonly referred to as “7-
OH.” 

It is critical to understand that 7-OH is a naturally occurring alkaloid found in kratom; however, it 
exists only in trace amounts in the natural leaf. In recent years, isolated and highly concentrated 
forms of this alkaloid, as well as other manipulated or synthetic derivatives, have entered the 
marketplace and have been erroneously advertised and sold as kratom. These products are not 
representative of traditional kratom and are fundamentally different in both composition and 
potential effect. 

When data related to isolated 7-OH or high-potency extracts is presented as evidence about kratom 
generally, it creates a misleading and scientifically inaccurate characterization of the plant itself. 
S.B. 299 appropriately recognizes this distinction by capping allowable levels of 7-OH and 
prohibiting concentrated synthetic alkaloids. This targeted approach ensures that regulatory focus 
is placed on higher-risk products while preserving access to natural plant material. 

I would also like to briefly address federal oversight. In August 2024, our company was visited by the 
U.S. Food and Drug Administration following a reported death in Ohio. According to the autopsy 



report, the cause of death was acute combined drug effects involving toxic levels of gabapentin; in 
addition to benzodiazepines, diphenhydramine, and mitragynine found in his system.  

The FDA conducted a review of our operations, during which we provided Certificates of Analysis, 
product labeling, and documentation of our manufacturing and handling practices. No 
enforcement action was taken. 

This experience underscores that responsible businesses do operate within this industry and that 
oversight mechanisms can be effective when applied appropriately and based on accurate 
information. 

At the federal level, kratom is not approved as a drug and cannot be marketed with medical claims. 
It is often treated as a dietary supplement or food product. This lack of clear federal classification 
has contributed to regulatory uncertainty at the state level. S.B. 299 provides Ohio with the 
opportunity to establish clarity rather than confusion with a balanced framework. 

On a personal level, I would not have dedicated nearly a decade of my life and career to this 
industry if I believed it was harming communities. I have witnessed firsthand the positive role 
natural kratom has played for responsible adults, including within my own family. Like many Ohio 
families, mine has been impacted by addiction. While I recognize that all substances carry some 
level of risk, public policy should be grounded in proportionate, evidence-based regulation rather 
than stigma or selective interpretation of data.  

We are not advocating for the absence of rules. Rather, we support clear, enforceable regulations 
and standards that protect consumers, while allowing responsible businesses to operate 
transparently and accountably. 

For these reasons, I respectfully urge the Committee to support S.B. 299 and to move Ohio from 
regulatory ambiguity toward a clear, balanced, and science-based framework for kratom products. 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 

Respectfully, 

Natalie DeVere 
Director of Operations 
Miracle Kratom, LLC  
3643 W. Broad Street 
Columbus, OH 43228 
 

 


