Written Testimony in Support of Ohio Senate Bill 299
Banning the Sale of Kratom

Submitted by Glenbeigh Hospital and Outpatient Centers
March 24, 2026

Chair Roegner, Vice-Chair Gavarone, Ranking Member Blackshear, Jr., and members of the
Ohio Senate General Government Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide written
testimony in support of proposed legislation regulating the sale of Kratom in the State of Ohio,
SB299.

My name is Richard Trice, President of Glenbeigh Hospital and Outpatient Treatment Centers, a
treatment provider with decades of experience addressing substance use disorders and their

impact on individuals, families, and communities.

Glenbeigh has witnessed firsthand the evolving landscape of substance use, including the
emergence of Kratom as a widely available, largely unregulated substance. While Kratom is
often marketed as a natural supplement with potential benefits, its pharmacological effects—
particularly its action on opioid receptors—raise significant concerns for misuse, dependency,

and adverse health outcomes.

Clinical Concerns
Patients presenting to our facility have reported Kratom use for self-management of pain,
anxiety, and opioid withdrawal. However, we have also observed cases involving:

e Dependence and withdrawal symptoms similar to opioids

o Escalating use patterns due to tolerance

e Co-occurring use with other substances, increasing overdose risk

o Psychiatric symptoms including anxiety, agitation, and mood instability

Because Kratom products are not standardized, users often do not know the potency or purity of

what they are consuming. This unpredictability increases the likelihood of harmful outcomes.

Public Health and Safety Risks

As you are aware, currently, Kratom is sold in various forms—including powders, capsules, and
concentrated extracts—at retail locations with minimal oversight. Without age restrictions,
labeling requirements, or quality control standards, these products are easily accessible,

including to adolescents. Most concerning is the synthetic products such as 7-OH and



Additionally, some kratom products have been found to contain contaminants or adulterants,

further compounding the risk to consumers.

Support for Reasonable Regulation
Glenbeigh Hospital and Outpatient Centers support this legislation enacting a permanent ban
following the emergency ban guidelines effective December 12, 2025, banning synthetic kratom
products, making it illegal to sell, possess, or distribute them in the state. Glenbeigh Hospital
and Outpatient Center supports the outright banning of all Kratom products both natural and
synthetic, however if the legislator desires a more balanced approach that does not necessarily
ban kratom outright, we would insist that critical safeguards be introduced, such as:

e Age restrictions to limit youth access

e Clear labeling requirements, including dosage and health warnings

e Testing standards to ensure product purity and consistency

o Restrictions on marketing practices that appeal to minors

e Oversight of manufacturing and distribution

These measures align with a public health framework focused on harm reduction, consumer

protection, and early intervention.

Conclusion
Ohio has an opportunity to act proactively in addressing a substance that exists in a regulatory
gray area but carries real risks. Based on our clinical experience, the absence of oversight has

already contributed to preventable harm.

We urge the committee to support this legislation to ensure that, kratom products, if not banned

completely, are sold responsibly, transparently, and with appropriate safeguards in place.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We are available to answer any questions or provide

additional clinical insight as needed.

Respectfully submitted,
Richard F. Trice Jr., R.Ph., MBA
President

Glenbeigh Hospital and Outpatient Centers



