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Chair Roegner, Vice Chair Gavarone, Ranking Member Blackshear, 

and members of the Committee, thank you for the opportunity to testify 

on Senate Bill 350, which would add the Inspector General and Deputy 

Inspector General to the definition of “peace officer.” 

As this committee is aware, the Inspector General’s office exists to 

investigate executive employees, appointees, and government 

contractors. Our Inspector General, Randy Meyer, has done an excellent 

job in the past 15 years. In that time, his office has released over 800 

reports and identified over $300 million in fraud and abuse by state 

employees and contractors. 

In order to investigate these reports, the Inspector General is given 

subpoena power, but lacks the authority to directly petition a court for 

electronic search warrants. Rather, the Inspector General must go 

through local law enforcement to obtain the search warrants, burdening 

locals with administrative work and creating unnecessary delays in the 

investigation. By adding the Inspector General and Deputy Inspector 

Ohio Senate 
Senate Building 
1 Capitol Square  
Columbus, Ohio 43215 
(614) 466-8056  
patton@ohiosenate.gov  

Committees: 
Transportation – Chair 
Finance 
Armed Services, Veterans Affairs, and Public  
 Safety  
Financial Institutions, Insurance, and Technology 

mailto:patton@ohiosenate.gov


 

General to the definition of “peace officer,” we can authorize them to 

directly petition a court for search warrants. 

Federal inspectors general are already considered peace officers and 

have authority to obtain search warrants, as are state inspectors general 

in Pennsylvania, Virginia, and Georgia. Furthermore, our Ohio Inspector 

General and Deputy Inspector General are already OPOTA trained and 

this bill would maintain that as a requirement. 

Chair Roegner and members of the committee, thank you again for 

the opportunity to testify. I am happy to answer any questions from the 

committee. 


