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Chairwoman Roegner, Vice Chair Gavarone, Ranking Member Blackshear, and members of
the Ohio Senate General Government Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide
written testimony in support of Senate Bill 301. This legislation, sponsored by State
Senator and fellow Osteopathic Physician Terry Johnson, would limit restrictive non-
compete contract terms that impact the ability of physicians and other healthcare
providers to practice throughout Ohio.

Please allow me to briefly introduce myself. Aside from medical school, I have completed
all of my medical training in Ohio. I completed an internal medicine residence at Kettering
Grandview Medical Center in Dayton and my kidney medicine fellowship at Cleveland
Clinic. [ am currently in private practice as a nephrologist in Dayton but am credentialed at
thirteen different hospital and dialysis locations that span a 40 mile radius from Eaton to
Centerville and Huber Heights to Middletown. I chose to stay in Ohio because I believe it is
one of the best states in which to practice medicine but non-compete contract terms could
drive people like me out of our great state.

As you know, SB 301 would prohibit hospital non-compete clauses to a term of six months
and a geographic limit of 15 miles from a specified facility location. Non-compete clauses
are common in the healthcare field and can serve a useful purpose in certain situations.
However, as a practical matter, some non-compete clauses can last several years and place
limits of 50 miles or more from any hospital facility, regardless of where the physician
practiced. These restrictions can drive healthcare providers out of the Ohio communities
they are called to serve thus leaving Ohioans without the care they deserve.

This issue has been discussed several times in prior General Assemblies, however in 2024
the Federal Trade Commission (FTC) enacted a ban on non-compete clauses. While this
was a win for physicians and other healthcare providers, the ban was subsequently
overturned in Federal Court and the need for SB 301 has been reignited. The bill is



narrowly focused on physicians, physician assistants (PA’s) and nurse practitioners
(APRN’s), and proposes sensible limits instead of a full elimination of non-competes.

More than 30 states have enacted similar laws, and medical societies strongly support
granting physicians more freedom to move their practice to underserved and rural areas.
Ohio is home to many great hospitals as well as two Osteopathic Medical schools. Passage
of SB 301 will ensure Ohio remains a great place to practice for physicians and other
healthcare providers. On behalf of Ohio’s current and future Osteopathic Physicians, [ urge
you to favorably pass Senate Bill 301. Thank you for your consideration and service to Ohio.



